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Secceree coach Frank Farina has been alerted to Ned Zelic's (right) availability 
for the Australian team once more 


All the A-League 
signings to date 
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Gazza on 
the mend 


lormer England star Paul 
Gascoigne is recovering in 


ospital from pneumonia, 
However, suggestions that the 37. 


year-old midfielder is sedously ill 
and battling against a collapsed lung 
have been played down by his agent, 
Alex Anmitage. 

"The situation is that Paul is in hos- 
pital and he has got pneumonia,’ 
Armitage said. That is about it cally, 
itis no big deal. 

‘Hee has pneumonia, which makes 
you feel awful, but he does not have a 
collapsed lung, he does not have 
excess fluid on his lungs and he does 
not have three heads, 


"The doctors say he will should be 
able to leave hospital by the middle of 
the week, It's pneumonia, not black- 
‘water malaria!’ 

Gascoigne was admitted to 
Princess Grace Hospital in London 
several days ago after complaining of 
feeling unwell 

‘The report came the day after spec- 
tiation that the former England mid- 
ficlder had applied fora cocching job 
in Australia's newly formed A-league 
and has been heavily linked with the 
Newcastle Jets. 

Turn to Page 5 for more on 
Gazaa’s interest in the A-League 


Page NSW 
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@ NSW Premier 
League with reports 
and news items 
during the Holiday 
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is a double colour 
Page spread on the 
Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 
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GST INCLUSIVE 


Chad Gibson: Bankst 


town City Lions' reliable goalscoring 


GIBSON 


‘sweeper in action. 


ate last week, the slow, selective 
I signing of players, the 

‘Queensland Lions, snapped up 
Bankstown City Lions' sweeper Chad 
Gibson on a two-year contract. 

The Lions’ astute coach Miron 
Bleiberg flew to Sydney to spot seven 
other players he was interested in, but 
surprisingly his attention was diverted to 
Gibson, 

Bleiberg attended the Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles v Bankstown City match 
and was highly impressed by the steely 
performance put in by the reliable Lions’ 
lateral defender, 

Bleiberg stated to ABSW last night: "I 
came to Sydney to spot seven particular 
players of interest but it was Gibson that 


took my attention. He was not on my 
original list of seven, but T was pleasant 
ly surprised. 

"Chad was well-known to us up in 
Queensland as a competitive midfielder 
in the NSL for Marconi, but I discovered 
luring this match he was an exceptional 
performer in the centre of defence,” 
Bleiberg underlined, 

Gibson, 28, was made aware of 
Bleiberg's presence at the end of the 
match and showed keen interest to move 
to Brisbane to join the highly successful 
Lions. 

It is expected Gibson will fly to 
Brisbane later this month for pre-season 
training and to participate in some exhibi- 
tion matches that the Lions will play. 
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orussia Monchengladbach 

manager Dick Advocaat is 
confideat he can seal a deal for 
Rangers defender Craig Moore 
this month. He told the Daily 
Record: 

"We are highly interested in 
Craig. "Ihave trained him for a 
while and know his qualities, 
Craig is the tough defender we 
ate looking for." 

‘Advocaat insists a deal could 
be struck for the player within 
the next week. 

Moore has been hurt with 
injuries this season at Scottish 
side Glasgow Rangers but his 
name as a solid defender is still 
in the air in Europe, 

Hee will be the second Aussie 
who has played —_ with 
Monchengladbach with former 
Perth Glory marksman Damian 
Mori having signed for the club 
a couple of years back, 


take 


‘amilton Academicals 
Hex resurgence has been 


due in no small way to Aussie 
defender fain Fyfe's introduc- 
tion to Alan Maitland’s starting 
line-up. 

Afier having several cameos 
in midfield, Fyfe was installed 
at right-back last month and has 
since helped Accies onto a run 
of three wins and a draw, with 
the last three consecutive victo- 
ries all being achieved with 
cleansheets. 

"Yeah, of course I'd like to 
take credit for that!" joked 
Fyfe, "but it's been a collective 
effort from all the lads - espe- 
cially our goalkeeper David 
McEwan. 

“The most important thing is 
that we're defending leads now 
and are away from the relega- 
tion zone - it's a great feeling to 
be playing a part in all this.” 
Fyfe was again impressive in 
Sunday's 1-0 win at St Mirren 
and added: 


"My Aussie mate, Scott 
‘Tunbridge, was well involved 
in the goal and it was just great 
to get another three points 
against a quality team.” 


kk 


-again Motherwell striker 
‘Scott McDonald says he 
hopes to pick up from where he 
left off after a stunning first two 
months of the season. 

Before suffering his back 
injury, McDonald was top 
scorer in Scotland's Premier 
League and told the Daily 
Record: "I was in good form 
before I got injured. I've learned 
‘now you teke the good with the 
bad and I've got to work hard to 
get back to my best." 

‘He also said: "It was more 
than eight weeks before I 
retumed to training and it was 
great just to get a touch of the 
ball again. "I got inflammation 
in a joint in my lower back. It 
was niggly and it didn’t stop - it 
got so bad I could hardly even 
walk. 

“Luckily it wasn't anything 
to do with the bone structure, it 
‘was muscular and all I needed 
was rest, It was really painful 
and I played through it in my 
last two games, against 
Aberdeen and Kilmamock, but 
Thad to come off in both. 

"When I rang my old man in 
Australia he told me it was 36 
degrees. He was having a beer 


f 


in the back yard and I said to 
him ‘cheers for that, it's freezing. 
here’, “But I don't want to be 
anywhere else, This is a great 
club to be at and T'm just glad to 
be playing again.” 
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‘eweastle United boss 

Graeme Souness is chasing 
Blackburn Rovers winger Brett 
Emerton, 

Souness signed Emerton last 
year for Rovers from 
Feyenoord and now wanls to 
bring him north to Tyneside 
when the January market opens, 
says the People. 

‘After struggling for form in 
the second-half of last season, 
Emerton has re-established 
himself at Ewood Park under 
new manager Mark Hughes and 
along with Newcastle, has also 
attracted an enquiry from 
Tottenham, Souness sees 
Emerton as his first-choice 
right-sided winger, with Darren 
Ambrose failing to convince 
him of his long-term value, 

But Emerton has credited his 
resurgence to Hughes' influence 
and is reluctant to quit one 
Premiership struggler for 
another. 


wk 


iverpool boss Rafa Benitez 

dismissed Australian 
press claims that winger Harry 
Kewell requires surgery for a 
groin injury. 

Kewell didn't play in last 
week's 1-0 win over 
Southampton, but was in the 
team for Saturday's clash with 
Chelsea, along with another 
absentee in Milan Baros. 

“Both Baros and Kewell 
were not right for this game, 
they did make the vital match 
against Chelsea," said Benitez 


kkk 


the agent of Middlesbrough 
goalkeeper Mark 
Schwarzer says he is still to 
hear from the club over a new 
contract offer for the Aussie. 
That's in conflict with Boro 
claims that there has been 
ongoing discussions about 
Schwarzer's new contract. Boro 
boss Steve McClaren said last 
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Former Joeys star Erik Paartalu is currently trying his luck in England with four 
First Division clubs 
week: 


ere’s continual dialogue 
between this club and Mark's 
representatives. "From my 
point of view, Mark's been 
magnificent for this club, a fan- 
tastic servant and he will be 
‘coming up to a testimonial if he 
signs this new contract. 

"We want him to stay, I've 
said that all along. I just hope 
the club, Mark and his agent 
can sort it out because we need 
him signed up." However, 
Schwarzer's agent, Barry 
Silkman, told the Evening 
Gazette: "We are no further for- 
ward than we were « few weeks 
ago when the offer was tumed 
down, although I have spoken 
with Steve Gibson and he will 
‘come back to me. 

"But what they are saying is 
their offer is the one on the 
table. They are saying there is 
no negotiation, and if that's the 
case, then that offer will not be 
accepted." 

However Middlesbrough 
boss Steve McClaren has 
vowed to fight off any bids for 
goalkeeper Mark Schwarzer 
‘during the January transfer win- 
dow. 


‘The 32-year-old Australian 
has been linked with Arsenal 
and Manchester United after 
playing a major part in Boro's 
rise to prominence this season. 

‘The fact that he has not 
signed a new contract despite 
months of discussions has 
added to the speculation, 

But with the Janvary transfer 
window open, McClaren has 
warmed potential purchasers 
that he has no intention of 
allowing one of his key men to 
leave, 

Boro will continue to talk to 
Schwarzer, who joined the club 
in a £1.Smillion move from 
Bradford in February 1997, 
over the next few weeks. 

But asked if he stil expected 
the keeper to be on Teesside on 
February 1, McClaren replied: 
"Yes, most definitely. 

"To be perfectly honest, I 
have never even thought of the 
idea of Mark Schwarzer leaving 
this football club in January. 

*L would certainly be the first 
‘one against it, [ do not want that 
to happen, We have no inten- 
tion of losing Mark at this pre- 
‘sent moment. 


"I have had no indication 
from Mark whatsoever that he 
wants to leave. We do not want 
him to leave, We are still work- 
ing very hard behind the scenes 
to make sure that Mark 
Schwarzer stays here. 


tk 


irystal Palace boss Tain 

Dowie admits he still 
regrets losing out to Everton for 
midfielder Tim Cahill over the 
summer. 

Dowie was left to rue 
Palace's failure to sign 
Australian midfielder Tim 
Cahill - now with Everton - 
after the 1-D Boxing Day defeat 
to Portsmouth when the lack of 
a clinical matchwinner proved 
costly, "We had the opportunity 
to be looking at a goalscoring 
midfield player. That is one 
(signing) we didnt quite get 
over the line and he has gone 
and done well for another club," 
said Dowie. 

"We need that level of 
goalscoring midfield player and 
a man to take the burden off 
Johnson. We need to freshen up 
the squad." 
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we Athletic Number 
‘one John Filan is set to 
sign a new, two-year contract. 
Contract talks had broken 
down, but are to be reopened 
this week after Filan was 
assured by manager Panl Jewell 
that he is part of his long-term 
plans. 
Filan was understood to be 
concerned over Jewell’s emerg- 
ing interest in Leeds United 
goalkeeper Scott Carson. 


kkk 


ystal Palace midfielder 

Anthony Danze has signed 
on-loan with League One MK 
Dons. 


Australia U23 intemational 
Danze has been a regular with 
Palace's reserve-team since join- 
ing after the Athens Games on a 
free transfer. He signs with 
Milton Keynes on an initial one- 
month deal, 

The Westem Australian joins 
fellow Australians Nicky Rizzo 
and Richard Johnson at the club. 
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omising young Australian 

star Erik Paartalu has kick 
started his career back on track 
after a lengthy injury spell in 
sheer fashion and has jetted off 
to England for trials. 

Having captained the UI7 
Joeys squad on seven occasions 
and being used as the vice-cap- 
tain for the Joeys World Cup 
team last year in Finland, 
Paartalu has emerged as one of 
this country’s finest youngsters. 

Coming through the highly 
successful NSWIS program, 
Erik left from Australia on the 
10th of December where he 
held trials at Swansea and is 
currently at Leeds United. 

Watford and Cardiff will also 
be the other two clubs keen on 
trialling the young Australian 

Currently at NSW Premier 
League side Parramatta Eagles, 
Erik is due back in Australia 
early February with hopefully a 
contract at one of these English 
sides. 

“So far the experiences have 
been positive in England and 1 
hope that I can gain something 
from these trials”, Paartalu stat- 
ed to ABSW. 


kkk 


serious flu virus has affect- 

ved several members of the 
Hartlepool squad including 
Adelaide United target Joel 
Porter. Hartlepool boss Neale 
Cooper replaced Porter and 
Adam Boyd at half-time during 
Pool's recent 1-1 draw with 
Bristol City. 

Cooper told the official 
Hartlepool website, "Adam and 
Joel are both a little under the 
weather - it's a flu bug that’s 
going round at the minute and 
‘Hugh Robertson, Jack Ross and 
Mark Tinkler have also suffered 
sO major credit to them for 
fighting on." 


Not going anywhere for 
now: Australian keeper 
Mark Schwarzer 
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Mitchell off to Malaysia 


By John Economos 


AVID MITCHELL, 
D== Australian 

‘World Cup striker, 
will fly out tonight up. 
(Tuesday) for Malaysia to 
take over the coaching 
reigns Sarawak. 

The former Sydney 
Olympic, Sydney United and 
Parramatta Power coach is 
hungry to get back into the 
ranks of senior coaching, 

Being on the shorlist for 
the Melbourne Victory job, 
Mitchell decided to pull-out 
to take the Sarawak job 
which was guaranteed. 

It’s well understood, 
Mitchell is more than disillu- 
sioned at the staggering 
amounts of money that three 
‘A-League clubs are prepared 
to pay for foreign coaches to 
come to Australia. 

"Being a professional, its 
‘most disappointing that I'm 
forced to leave Australia to 
get a job overseas," Mitchell 


"Tm aware of Malaysian 
football as I have played 
there some years ago for 
Selangor.” 


SUN 10AM-12NOON 
‘Sydneywide Phone: 9949 5247 @ Moblie 0418 263 644 
www.readysetgoal.com.au 


AURIE HEGYES, former St 
George Budapest's success- 
fal coach, passed away last 
week aged 79 after suffering a long 
battle with the deadly desease 
Cancer. 

During the 60s, the no-nonsense, 
but highly respected coach had two 
stints with the star-studded Saints 
which included Johnny Warren, 
Manfred Schaefer, Roger Hillary, 
Victor Fernandez, David C€liss, 
Herbie Stegbauer, Peter Banicevic 
and Frank Haffey. 

Laurie in 1956 was forced to flee to 
Australia from his beloved Hungary 
during the Russian invasion, 

‘The highlight of Hegyes' career 
with St George culminated in 1967 in 
that unforgettable grand final against 
the then giants of Australian Soccer, 
APLA. 


On his way back from 
England in 1996 the lanky 
marksman 
Malaysia where Selangor 
immediately snapped him 


Despite Selangor’s huge 
profile in the 1990s it was 10 
years that this Club had 
failed to win the nation’s 
prestigious Malaysian Cup. 

Selangor made it into the 
final and Mitchell proved the 
hero scoring the sole goal of 
the match in front of a capac- 
ity crowd of 86,000 jammed 
in the mega Sha Alam 
Stadium to defeat the aggres- 
sive Pahang. 

Eight years later Mitchell 
now is razor keen to re-enter 
Malaysian soccer as head 
coach of Sarawak, the club 
that won the Malaysian 
League championship back 
in 1996 under the steward- 
ship of another Australian 
Alan Vest. 

Sarawak has high regard 
for Australia after Vest gave 
reflected. this club sterling service for 
eight consecutive years. 

Before flying out tonight 
(Tuesday) for 
Mitchell stated to ABSW: 


called — into 


women's team, 
Sarawak, 


ago. 
Prior to 


Melbourne. 


Great St George 
Coach Passes Away 


APLA. in the first 35 minutes had 
streaked ahead to a pressumed unas- 
sailable 3-0 lead leaving the Saints 
reeling on the ropes but Hegyes' team 
was able to score a goal seconds 
before halftime through the brilliant 
attacking defender, Stegbauer, 


Johnny Warren captured of 
St George Budapest 1967 


David Mitchell: Off to Malaysia to coach Sarawak in 
the Malaysian National League. 

"It's preat for me to be coach- 
ing again at an elite level. I'm 
looking forward to getting 
my hands dirty once again." 

‘Another Australian coach, 
‘Tommy Sermanni has been 
at Sarawak the past 12 
months as Head Youth 
Development Coach, but is 
returning to Australia to take 
over the position as national 
coach of the Australian 


Mitchell was the first 
coach of Parramatta Power 
for three years when the club 
entered the NSL five years 


the Power, 
Mitchell won the league 
championship with Sydney 
United in season 1998/99 but 
Tost the grand final to South 


The Malaysian season 
kicks off on February 6. 


The gangling former inter- 
national striker made his 
spectacular debut for 
Australia in 1981 during the 
World Youth Championships 
‘hosted by Australia when on 
October 3 in the opening 
match against incumbent 
youth world champions, 
Argentina, Australia shocked 
the planet by defeating the 
‘South Americans 2-1. 

Tt was none other than the 
strapping Mitchell who set 
up both goals scored by fel- 
Jow striker Mark Koussas 
and substitute Tan Hunter, 
that sent the Argentinians 
hurtling to a bitter defeat. 

ABSW wishes Mitchell all 
the very best in his coaching 
crusade in Asia. 


Hugely inspired hy their unyield- 
ing midfield captain, Johhny Warren, 
‘St George Budapest made one of the 
greatest second-half comebacks ever 
witness at the old Sydney 
Sportsground. 

‘St George ultimately won this epic 
Final 5-3 with former England midget 
schoolboy intemational midfielder 
David Cliss rattling in a lethal bat- 
trick with Warren setting up no less 
than four of the goals. 

Hegyes stood with tearful eyes on 
the sidelines as he watched his valiant 
‘Red Warriors’ tear A.PILA. apart. 

Laurie's Tuneral will be held this 
afternoon, (Tuesday), at 2pm at the 
Northem Suburbs Crematorium. 

Our sincerest condolences are 
extended to Mrs Hegyes, daughter 
Maria and son Frank. 

by John Economos 


Hills United Brumbies 


Enthusiastic and qualified coaches 
needed for our Junior Academy. 
Hills Brumbies is a young and 
innovative Club with an emphasis 
on development. 
Coaches and players have great 
prospects for advancement. 


A.P.I.A. LEICHHARDT TIGERS JUNIOR 
FOOTBALL CLUB INC. 


2005 Registration for Players 
Applications for Managers and Coaches 


The above Club is seeking Managers, Coaches and players in all the 
below listed age groups. Coaching applications close 30th December 2004 


Under 6’s, Under 7's, Under 8's, Under 9’s, Under 10’s, Under 11’s, 
Under 12’s, Under 13’s, Under 14's, Under 15's, Under 16’s - 
All Age Men's — Girls and Ladies teams 


@ Positions still available in our elite 13 Premier Youth League squad 


Parents can register their sons or daughters from 4th January 2005, 
Monday to Friday between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm at the Club's 
administration office based at Lambert Park, Marion St Leichhardt 


FOR ALL ENQUIRES PLEASE PHONE THE CLUB’S 
24 HR INFOLINE 


9560 5414 
(Sydney’s largest sporting club) 


Proud Major Sponsors 


G@ntinental® 


‘TYRES - ENGINEERED IN GERMANY 


oe 
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Blackwell warns 
Aussie McMaster 


eeds boss Kevin 
Lee 
‘warned that indi 
pline would not be tolerated 
as he (erminated John 
Oster's loan spell and fined 
Jamie McMaster after their 
"shenanigans" went too far 
at a club's Christmas party. 
‘The midfield pair had been 
suspended by the Elland 
Road club since Christmas 
Eve but-attended a meeting 
with club officials on Friday 
Oster was sent back to 
Sunderland ahead of the end 
of his loan contract, which 
was due to expire on January 


Australian McMaster, 22, and 
26-year-old Welsh winger 
Oster had breached Leeds! 
code of conduct, 

It was Oster's second indis- 
cretion since joining Leeds 
initially on 2 one-month loan 
in November. 

After that deal was extend- 
ed by a further month, Oster 
was arrested and formally 
cautioned by police on 
December 16 after being 
arrested on suspicion of 
assault following an incident 
outside a Durham nightclub. 

Blackwell has been quick 
to condemn the actions of 


rules." Expressing his frustra- 
tion at the episode, Blackwell 
said on www.lufc.co.uk: 
"Enough is enough, whilst I 
‘am in charge I will not have 
players besmirching the 
club's reputation.* 

"The player has stepped 
out of line and I want us to be 
seen to do something about 
it" 

"This club is bigger than 
any player.” 

"When people write about 
my players on the back pages 
‘T want it to be for what they're 
doing right om the pitch and 


not for anything else." Aussie Jalme McMaster 


3, while McMaster was hit in 
the pocket, fined two weeks! 
wages, 

Tt was 


decided that 


both players. 

OF the departing Oster, 
Blackwell remarked: 
‘was clearly in breach of club 


"He 


any players." 


"Leeds United will not put 
up with shenanigans from 


copped a two-week fine 

for a Christmas incident 

involving Weish striker 
John Oster 


Tana assures fans 
over signings 


Nick Tana has again assured 
Glory fans that Perth will be a 
competitive squad in the 
A-League this season 


Viado Horvat ends his 


Glory chairman Nick Tana 
Pies ssi et 
inangural A-League squad will 

be competitive. 

In his New Year's day address, Tana 
said: "I know eyebrows have been 
raised at our decision not to chase a 
‘marquee player orto fight out a battle of 
the cheque books with other clubs but 
‘we want long-term success not a quick 
fix. 

“Long-term planning is the Perth 
Glory way and when we announce some 
of the developments we have been 
working on I am sure people will be 
very excited by what lies ahead. 

"T have a vision where Perth Glory is 
playing regularly, not just once or twice 
aa decade, in games that are shown on 
television across Asia and Australasia 
and where people watching will be able 


to say they know the guy who just 
scored or played football with him when 
he was a junior. 

"Obviously we will always seek out 
the best players possible to complement 
local talent but I do not see it as a pipe 
dream to have a team of predominantly 
local players. I know we can set in place 
the foundations for that to happen." 

He added: "We are actively seeking a 
highly-qualified coach and already have 
in place a Technical Manager to oversee 
the aspects of development that the club 
needs to establish a base for further 
expansion 

“T wish all our fans a very happy new 
year and can assure them it is going to 
‘one to remember as the star of a great 
new era for football and for Perth 
Glory." 


tenure at Deakin 


By Graham Cooke 


anberra is losing one of its 
C top coaches with the depar- 
ture of former Canberra 

Deakin boss Vlado Horvat. 

Horvat is ending a four-year associ- 
ation with the National Capital to set 

: up an elite junior coaching academy 
‘2 Melbourne. 

He said he had done a feasibility 
study on a similar project in Canberra 
“but the market here is simply too 
small”, 

Horvat said he had support in prin- 
ciple from one club which would 
enable him to get off to a flying start 
later in January. “However, 1 do not 
propose to tie myself to anyone,” he 
said. 


“[ will advertise throughout 
Melbourne and as the project grows 1 
already have ties with several coaches 
who will come in, either on a regular 
basis or as guests to give the program 
some variety.” 

‘One person likely to be helping him 
out is Nathan Caldwell, a star of 
Horvat’s Deakin side which won the 
2003-04 National Youth League 
Championship. 

. “Nathan is now on a contract with 

Melbourne Knights and has said he 
‘would like to be a part of the academy, 
training and playing permitting,” he 
said. 

“As a young, successful player he 
will be a great role model.” 

Horvat, a former Coach of the Year 
in Canada, was brought to the 
National Capital by Deakin to be its 


coaching director with the principle 
‘aim of developing junior talent. 

He fulfilled his duties to the letter, 
taking the club into the National 
Youth League, culminating in a grand 
final win over South Melboume earli- 
x last year, 

However, with the NYL scrapped, 
and no equivalent competition in 
sight, he was out of a job. 

His departure underlines the swift 
collapse of soccer in Canberra follow- 
ing the heady triumphs of the 2003-04 
season which also saw the Belconnen 
Blue Devils win the NSW Premier 
League minor premiership. 

Little more than six months later 
the Blue Devils are struggling at the 
foot of the Premier League and the 
city’s best young players are in limbo. 
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JOHNS HELPS 


JETS CAUSE 


tip off from rogby 
league great 
Johns has 
smoothed a return home to 
the. Newcastle Jets for 
‘Queen's Park Rangers mid- 
fielder Richard Johnson. 

The Maitland Mercury 
says Johns, a family fiend of 
Johnson's, heard thatthe mid- 
fielder fancied a retum to 
‘Australia and was quick to 
contact Jets officials, 

Jets Chief Executive 
George Liolio said: "He 
accepted an offer (by phone) 
on Christmas Eve and. the 
papers are on their way.” 


Johnson has been granted 
an early release from his con- 
tract at QPR after returning to 
Loftus Road last month fol- 
Towing a spell on-oan with 
Milton Keynes Dons, 

Newcastle Jets are set to 
conclude their squad in the 
next two Weeks with also 
appointing former Sydney 
United striker Franco Parisi 
to their squad of players. 

Parisi was to embark on an 
offer jn the Swiss Second 
Division but its believed the 
deal had turned sour and the 
offer from the Jets was 
accepted. 


QLD LIONS JOIN 


spiring A-League 
ide the 


Queensland Lions 
who are subject to chang- 
ing their name very soon 
this week united with 
Queensland clubs in rival 
codes Rugby Union, 
League and AFL in aid 
to raise money for the vie- 
tims of the tsunami disas- 
fer that ripped apart 
South East Asia. 

The Brisbane Broncos, 
North Queensland 
Cowboys, Queensland 


QUEENSLAND 


LIONS 


SOCCER CluB 
Reds and Brisbane Lions 
have all joined forces for 
this special cause, 

The clubs will pool 
resourees to get maximum 
exposure for the special 
relief drive. 


Newcastle Knights 
great Andrew Johns 
helped in the recent 

signing of Richard 
Johnson to the Jets 


Bruno Cullen has been the 
main instigator behind 
this special amalgamation 
with the process kick 
starting in the next few 
weeks, 


Queensland Lions foot- 


away from his football 
operations that are going 
all as planned with new 
signings set to be appoint- 
ment early next week. 


FARINA TO GIVE 
ZELIC ANOTHER 
CHANCE? 


T: question of every- 
‘one’s lips in the 
Australian football 
fraternity is will Scceroo 
coach Frank Farina give 
cailed defender Ned Zelic a 
final chance in pulling on 
the green and gold jersey of 
Australia? 

At 33, Zelic is believed to 
be playing what some people 
believe as the best perfor- 
rmances to date with Austrian 
side FC Tirol and through 
that ha stated that he hopes to 
put behind his four year exo- 
dis from the national team in 
tie bid to help the Socceroos 
qualify for Germany next 
year. 

"Td definitely love to play 
for Australia again,” he stated 
to the ‘Sydney Morning 
Herald’. 

"Ive always loved playing 
for my country, and maybe 


Ned Zelic: Could don 
the Socceroos kit once 
more 


it's time for us to all sit down. 
and work through it. 
Obviously, Frank and] would 
need to clear the ais, and I 


don't know how realistic that 
is, but I'm willing to give ita 


Farina and Zelic were 
involved in a heated bate 
after the defender was left 
out of the squad during a 
friendly match in Australia 

Asa result, Zelic faxed to 
the then Soccer Australia 
ing, that it was the last 
time he was to play in a 
Socceroos kit. 

Since his departure 
though, many football fans 
believed that the former 
Sydney Olympic star was a 
missing link in Farina’s 


The ball now currently 
rests as the feet of Frank who 
will have to make a decision 
‘on whether he will require the 
services of one of this 
nation’s most gifted players 


ABSW (&) 


AG alt etiam | Kosmina criticises 
OO META Ciity| youth development 


following the Indian Ocean 


"I think everyone as been taken 
aback by the sheer enormity of events 


said Richard Scudamore, chief executive 


of the Premier League, 


"The Premier League and our clubs 


have strong connections throughout the 
region and there was a real feeling 
amongst the clubs that we should do 


something as a collective to try and alle- 
viate some of the pain and suffering that 
is so evident across those areas affected 


by the tsunami. 


"Our thowghts go out to those who are 


1120 cluhs in the top flight have nough is being done to help the 
promised 50,000 pounds each development of young soccer players in 
to help provide reef to an area Australia, 
where English football is followed pas- Kosmina was speaking atthe laurch of the 
sionately. International Soccer Challenge which starts in 


delaide United coach and former 
Socceroo, John Kosmina, says not 


‘Adelaide on Sunday. 

‘The youth tournament includes European 
clubs AC Milan, Barcelona, Aston Villa and 
Dinamo Zagreb as well as a Malaysian selec- 
tion XI and Tokyo Verdy 1969 from Japan, 

‘The Austalian sides playing in the tourna- 
ment are Team SA and the AIS. 

Kosmina said Australia was trailing the rest 
oof the world when it came to developing 
young players. 

{ dontt think our players are exposed often 
enough," he said. "Its only the elite players, 


Disaster ... the first Tsunami breaks at Ral Lay Beach 


the guys atthe AIS or the guys that make the 
national youth teams that actualy get expo- 


suffering as a result of this catastrophe ; he ; : 
and hopefully this donation will help  beresponsible for distributing the money with a sponsor in that part of the world," : ‘ : 
make a real difference as the disaster Taised. ‘Wyness said. Your local players get nothing,” you give us a bit of a hiding so you're up for 
relief operation gets under way." A bank account has been opened to. _ "We have already been in touch with Coach of the Aston Villa youth team com- 1" he said. 

Football's relief effort was kick started allow supporters to make donations and Chang and they are working on the | peting in Adelaide, Gordon Cowans, said You know you are and so we need to make 
by Everton's announcement it was open- lub chief executive Keith Wyness said ground already and doing a lot of things | playing Australian-based teams was always a Swe outlads are up foritas well and not think 
ing a relief fund. there would be a collection at the mext 10 assist in that area. We want to work | challenge, ing we're going to turn this ne ‘over because 

The Liverpool-based club decided to home match, against Portsmouth on with them and do whatever we can to "Tthink tecause you all know whenever we © know how good you are. 
take the lead because of its sponsorship Tuesday. help." come over here, whatever sport it is, normally The tournament concludes on January 8 


sure against the better players around the 
world. 


links with Thai brewers Chang, who will "We are the only Premiership club 


GAZZA CALLING 


Glory’s search for a 
- Coach continues 


on with two Englishman — their roster and the amount is 
added to the shortlist of the set 10 increase during the first 
‘Western Australian club, week of the New Year. 
Formet Chelsea and QPR ‘Having been a benchmark 
coach John Hollins has joined for the Australian game since 
ex-Tottenham defender Terry its inclusion into the 
Fenwick on the shortlist. Australian soccer fraternity in 
Glory chairman Nick'Tana 19%, the Glory will be look 
did state that a coach was to _ ing towards being that strong 
be finally appointed at the opposition once more, 
club by late January early ‘Tana though stated :0 
February but uni then, Mich ABSW that he in turn is look- 
d’Avray was to take the ing towards signing a team 
reigns of securing players for that will be building towards 


the club. a championship and will not 

Former Busan lcons coach be signing champion players. Former Chelsea 
Tan Porterfield has also been _ from the word go. John Hollins an 
speculated on the Glory the Glory’s new coach 


ewell out fora mon 


Liverpool - Harry Kewell has been ruled out 
of action for Liverpool for up to five weeks 
after receiving an injection aimed at helping 
him to recover from a groin injury. 

Manager Rafael Benitez had hoped the 


Paul Gascoigne: Linked with the Newcastle United pasition Australian winger, who had only recently ron 
fhe Newcastle Jets tohave sentoff their CV'sto been used with the saga player/coach with English | isto form after frustrating start tothe season, 
hhave again added a the Newcastle Jet offices. involving'Temy Venables. _third division side Boston | W°U!d retumn to the side carly in the New Year. 
massive name to the Alongside Gaza, ex- The club is stil said to be United. Sat ieee consis tate FUSE ae 

list of a possible coaching Tottenham coach David tracking the former England Logging on his official | Kewell would be sidelined for at least four 

candidate that could defy Pleat, former English intema- boss but amoveto Newcastle website, the former English | Weeks 2s result of the injury he suffered in a 

any other club in the A- tional David Platt and former at this stage looks uncertain. midfield assassin stated his | 3-1 Win over Newcastle on December 19. 


League next season with 
former English magician 
Paul Gascoigne linked with 
the high profile job. 
Currently out of work, the 
37 year-old has been one of 
four high profile Englishman 


Chelsea chief Jan Porterfield 
hhave all been linked to the 


job. 
Jets chairman Con 
Constantine has stated though 


that a decision wou't be nude. 
yet until all avenues have 


Gascoigne's name though 
has hit the spot with the 
Newcastle public and has 


Club spokesperson Tan Cotton said Kewell 
future is asa fultime | S&¥ @ specialist on Wearesday and has 
pena the knowledge | ®eived an ijecton in is groin, Hes likely 
to be good at that. I was a | 1 be out of action betweea four and five 
genius-as a player and genius- | V°** an 3 

es are always on the right | - ite! have dismiss suggestions thet Horry Kewell; Out for a month due to 
road.” Kewell’s injury could requiresurgery. a persistent groin Injury 
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desire to once again coach, 


@ intl 


Onen Letter to the Football Family 


Below is an eatract from the 
governing football body of 
Australia which addresses the 
outlines of the new footballing 
season 


Dear Football Family member 


On 1 January 2005 the 
Australian Soccer Association will 
be changing its name to “Football 
Federation Australia”. 

The change in our corporate 
name is another part of the ongo- 
ing process of repositioning the 
Game in Australia - particularly at 
the “top end”, It is another small 
but important step on the journey 
away from ‘old soccer’ and into 
‘new Football’ 

‘And while we are not pretend- 
ing that all Australian's will take to 
calling the Game “Football” 
immediately, we feel that it is 
important to make this symbolic 
change, and to bring the “World 
Game” in Australia into line with 
rest of the Football World. On the 
‘occasion of this milestone, we 
thought we would take the oppor- 
‘unity to update you with regard to 
some of the other steps we have 
taken in 2004, 

Tis now a year and a half since 
the current board took over the 
governance of Football in 
Australia and nine months since 
the Board appointed John O'Neill 
to the position of Chief Executive 
Officer. Ithas been an intense peri- 
od, geting our house in order from 
‘an organisational perspective, and 
Taying important foundations — not 
just for a vitally important 2005, 
but also for a stable and sustain- 
able future for the Game, A 
summary on the progress of each 
of our key priorities are below. 


1- QUALIFY FOR THE 
WORLD CUP: “ROAD 
TO GERMANY” 


We are leaving no stone 
unturned in our ambitions to qual- 
ify for the World Cup on the “road 
to Germany 2006”. ur football 
community demands no less! 

A dedicated “High Performance 
Unit” has been created, with 
responsibility for the preparation 
of our national representative 
teams, Under the “HPU” umbrel- 
la, a number of initiatives have 
been developed and will be 
applied for the first time in support 
of the 2006 FIFA World Cup cam- 


paign. 

Thes: include much more 
sophisticated analytical support, 
reconnaissance work to be done 
scouting the likely opponents from 
South America, a team camp at 
altitude, input from sports science 
and our coach Frank Farina will 
spend significant time in Europe 
along with our physio and condi- 
tioner, 

Next year will see our national 
team in action four times in 
Australia, An exciting match 
schedule includes a unique, sym- 
bolic fixture in Australia against 
Iraq in March, and a yet to be 
finalised Asian opponent later in 
the year 

‘We also have World Cup quali- 
fiers against Solomon Islands and 
if we win that series, a South 


American team, This year saw us 
qualify for the Confederations Cup 
in front of 20,000 fans at Aussie 
Stadium in October, and we will 
‘open that Tournament against the 
hosts Germany in June. 


2 - ESTABLISH A NEW 
NATIONAL 
COMPETITION: THE 
HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 


‘We have tremendous grassroots 
support with hundreds of thou- 
sands of boys and girls, men and 
women playing football at the 
weekend, At the other end of the 
scale, we have amazing passion 
when it comes to the Australian 
national team, What we haven’t 
had isa solid bridge in the middle, 

Eight clubs, one team per city, 
quality football and superb venues 
Were the model we pursued for a 
new national competition. After 
‘an extensive process, the clubs 
Were finalised and eight teams are 
now committed both collectively 
as well as individually to working 
hhard to make the Hyundai A- 
League a success, 

‘Already we have seen national 
team players committing to com- 
ing back home but what we also 
need is the continuing commit- 
ment of the Football family to 
making this competition a success. 

The competition will seek to 


tent” to underpin the FEA's new 
commercial program, significant 
milestones in the area of 
‘Commercial Operations have been 
met in 2004. ‘These include: 


@ Fox Sports signed as broad- 
caster for the Hyundai A-League 


© SBS signed as broadcaster 
ofall Australian senior men’s team 
matches 


@ From a zero base, the pro- 
urement of multi-million dollar, 
long term partnerships with 
Qantas, Nike and Hyundai, 


We expect to be able to advise 
you of further major sponsorships 
in the soft drinks and telecommu- 
nications categories early in the 
New Year. It is these significant 
commercial partnerships, together 
with the ongoing investment of the 
Federal Government, which are 
underpinning all the developments 
outlined here. 2 


4 ~ SERVING 
COMMUNITY 
FOOTBALL 


Tis very clear that the Football 
community expects dramatic 
improvement in our level of ser- 
vice and the quality of support pro- 
vvided to participant Football. 


FOOTBALL 
FEDERATION 


AUSTRALIA 


provide a totally new family-ori- 
ented entertainment package that 
is strong on quality football and 
community engagement. 

Ttis a fundamental necessity to 
the success of the sport in 
Australia that the competition be 
well supported as Hyundai A- 
League is the’ flagship and 
shopfront for the game in this 
country. We would encourage 
everyone to get on board to sup- 
port and enjoy the Hyundai A- 
League and its clubs, 


3 - PROVIDE 
FINANCIAL SUCCESS 
AND STABILITY 


By developing more quality 
matches (for the national team, 
and through the Hyundai A- 
League) and allowing this “con- 


To better service our huge par- 
ticipation base we need to start to 
treat participants and fans as indi- 
viduals — and to better understand 
and recognise the multiple roles 
and relationships with Football 
that each member of the 
Community might have. The 
broad Football participant base 
and the wider football community 
are one of FFA’s most important 
assets. 

We are already working with 
the state federations to implement 
an on-line services resource which 
will enable the FFA, the State 
Federations, the Hyundai A- 
League Clubs and the grass roots 
districts and clubs to recognise and 
‘treat members of the community 
as Valued constituents, 

From there, we - the various 
Parties involved in managing the 
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Game — can start to deliver to the 
Foothall community the tools, 
information, resources and sys- 
tems to better service their own 
participants, fans and competi- 
‘tions, and to enjoy their involve- 
ment with the Game even more. 

‘We want to make the Australian 
“Football Family” a big club of 
which we can all be proud mem- 
bers. 


5 - CONSTITUTIONAL 
REFORM 


For the past 18 months there has 
been huge amount of work under- 
taken to finalise the affairs of the 
old Soccer Australia organization. 
This difficult and sometimes deli- 
cate task is complete and the com- 
pany Soccer Australia will shortly 
be deregistered, 

‘The extremely complex process 
of constitutional reform is continu- 
ing and it is important that the 
stakeholders of Football in 
Australia are not only all in the 
same boat with us, but rowing in 
the same direction, 

‘A very successful workshop 
was held in Sydney last week with 
FFA management and the CEOs of 
the State and Territory 
Federations, and it would appear 
that there is an amount of momen- 
tum building now across the coun- 
try in this regard. A strong sense of 
“Unity of Purpose” is becoming 
apparent ~ and this will be critical 
if we are to capitalise on the 
opportunity that the Crawford 
Report has provided for the Game 
in this country, 

At present each state is at the 
following point in respect to con- 
stitutional reform: 


@ The FFA is continuing to 
address a mixture of constitutional 
and stakeholder issues with New 
South Wales, Victoria, South 
Australia and Northern New South 
Wales. 


@ ACT and Western Australia 
have put in place a constitution 
and are well on their way to com- 
pleting amalgamation of stake- 
holders under a common 
governing body, 


© Queensland haye com- 
menced the electoral process while 
‘Tasmania have adopted the consti- 
tution and are well advanced 
towards completing the steps to 
finalisation. 


@ Northern Territory has com- 
pleted all of the substantive steps 


Reform is a timely process and 
wwe recognise that there are arange 
of stakeholders with differing roles 
and responsibilities that all need 
consideration. 


6 - OLD SOCCER - 
NEW FOOTBALL 


‘You may have heard us making 
the distinction between “Old 
Soccer” and the “New Football”. 
For the new Board and 
Management of the Game in 
Australia, it is important to put 
some space between the proposi- 
tion represented by Football for 


ASA CEO John O'Neill was pleased to have finally changed 
the name from soccer to football for the year 2005 


the 2ist century ~ relative to its 
20th Century predecessor! 

Our corporate name change is 
‘one aspect of that shift. But it is 
important to emphasise that there 
are some very fundamental 
changes being put in place, which 
Justify the symbolism of a name 
change. The New Football in a 
corporate sense will stand for 
good, modem and transparent cor- 
porate governance and manage 
ment, honest and open 
communication, inclusiveness and 
2 “Unity of Purpose” in the best 
interests of the Game 

Through extensive consultation 
with the Football Community and 
with our current and future con- 
sumers in the latter part of this 
year, we have also been able to 
articulate what the new Football 
brand wil stand for. Its core attrib- 
utes of inclusiveness, family, 
expressiveness, youth, style and 
fun will be prominent in the way 
that Football is presented going 
forward. 


7 - OUR FUTURE 


Recently we attended the Asian 
Football Confederation awards 
gala dinner in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia and received a very 
warm welcome, There is no 
doubt our future opportunities lie 
in Asia and we need to continue to 
‘work to build stronger ties to that 
region. 

The new Board is working 
cobesively with management in 


We are fortunate to have a 
bled a very determined and ex 
enced management team which 
has the leadership qualities and 
skills to ensure our priorities are 
met. We continue to receive 


endorsement from FIFA for the 
Progress we are making with the 
game in Australia. 

To that end it was pleasing that 
this year Ron Harvey was elected 
to be Vice President of Oceania 
Football Confederation. In addi- 
tion he has also been made Vice 
President elect of FIFA, one of 
only cight worldwide, with the 
position to be taken up in 2006, 
Hee is the first Australian to be 
elected to such a prestigious posi- 
tion within the worldwide govern- 
ing body of the sport. 

Next year will be one of the 
most crucial in the history of 
Football in Australia, The com- 
mencement of the Hyundai A- 
League and World Cup qualifiers 
give us an unprecedented opportu- 
nity to showcase our game, 

We recognise and appreciate the 
commitment of you, the members 
of Australia’s Football Family, and 
wwe hope you will continue to sup- 
port the “New Football” in this 
vital year ahead. 

We would like to convene a 
meeting of State and Territory 
Federation Presidents and CEO's 
early in the new year to report fur- 
ther on our progress and to expand 
on the items mentioned here and to 
present our strategic priorities and 
mission statement. 

Tn addition to this, we are plan- 
ning a ‘roadshow to each of the 
Hyundai A-League cities, and to 
Canberra, in February, which we 
hope will provide the opportunity 
for FFA Management to present 
first hand some of these issues to 
the Football Community, and for 
the Football Community to 
express your opinions or voice 
questions. 

Until then, best wishes for the 
Festive Season, and we look for- 
ward to seeing you at the Football 
in 2005 


ABSW (@) 


A-LEAGUE CLUBS 2004 SIGNINGS 


clow is a detailed list pro- Damian Brown (Newcastle MELBOURNE VICTORY Liam Reddy (Sydney United) 
vided by the Football United) Confirmed Signings: Tobe Wheelhouse (NU) 
‘Federation of Australia in Andrew Clark (APIA, Richard Johnson (MK Dons 
regards to which players have Leichhardt, NSW Premier League) ‘Toyal 0 England) 
signed with what respective A- John Crawley (Blacktown: City, 
League club for next season, NSW Premicr League) Coach ~ Ernie Merrick Tonal - 19 
As you will notice, some have Andre Gumprecht (Parramatta 
gone all out while other like the Power) Coach - Jean-Paul de 
Melbourne Victory who have yet Nick Mrdja (Perth Glory) ‘Marigny 
to make an announcement will Paul O'Grady (Parramatta 
go. all guns blazing after the Power) - QUEENSLAND LIONS 
New-Year. Wayne O'Sullivan (Northern Confirmed Signings: 
Spirit) Michael Baird (Sydney 
ADELAIDE UNITED ‘Tom Pondeljak (Perth Glory) Olympic) 
Confirmed Signings: Noel Spencer (Northern Spirit) Royce Bownlie (Brisbane 
Richard Alagich (AU) Alex Wilkinson (Northen Strikers) 
Ross Aloisi (AU) Spirit) i Karl Dodd (Brisbane Strikers) 
Robert Bajic (AU) Matt Osman (Noithern Spirit) Scott Higgins (Brisbane 
Daniel Beltrame (Parramatta © Dean Heffernan (Sydney Strikers) 
Power) United) Jordan Simpson (St George, 
Chad Bugeja (White City Nigel Boogaard (Newcastle NSW Premier League) 
‘Woodville, SA) United) Tyler Simpson (St George, 
Angelo Costanzo (Marconi Adam Kwasnik (Blacktown NSW Premier League) 


Stallions) 


City Demons NSW Premier 


‘Tom Willis (Newcastle United) 


‘Aaron Goulding (AU) League) 
Matthew Kemp (AU) Stewart Petrie (Blacktown City Total -7 
Michael ‘Matricciani Demons NSW Premier League) 
(Campbelltown, SA) Coach - Miron Bleiberg 
Lucas Pantelis (Parramatta Tonal - 16 
Power) PERTH GLORY 
Kristian Rees (AU) (Coach — Lawrie MeKinna Confirmed Signings: 
Michael Valkanis (AU) Hiroyuki Ishida (Sydney 
Cari Veart (AU) KINGZ FOOTBALL CLUB NEWCASTLE JETS Olympic) . 
Aurelio Vidmar (AU) Confirmed Signings: Confirmed Signings: Ante Kovacevic (South 
Danny Hay (Kingz FC) Nick Carle (Marconi Stallions) Melbourne) 
Total - 14 ‘Noah Hickey (Kingz FC) Craig Deans (NU) Stuart Young (Wollongong 
‘Coach - John Kosmina Danny Milosevic (Leeds Andrew Durante (Parramatta Wolves) 
United) Power) Daniel Vasilevski (Melbourne 
CENTRAL COAST Darren Bazeley (Walsall) Steve Eagleton (NU) Knights) 
MARINERS Ante Milicic (Parramatta _ Henry Fa’Arodo (Melbourne 
Confirmed Signings: Total -4 Power) Knights) 
Michael Beauchamp Stuart Musialikc (NU) ‘Nuun Sekulovski (Parramatta 
(Parramatta Powe Coach ~ John Adshead Jade North (Perth Glory) Power) 


Nicky Ward (Stirling Lions, 
WA) 
Bobby Despotovski 
Glory) 
Jamie Hanwell Perth Glory) 
Matt Horsley (Perth Glory) 
Scott Miller Perth Glory) 


Milan Jovanic sie 
Total - 12 


‘Coach - N/A 


(Perth 


SYDNEY FC 
Confirmed Signings: 
int Bolton (Parramatta Power) 
Alvin Ceccoli (Parramatta 
Power) 
Steve Corica (Walsall, England) 
Steve Laurie (South Melbourne) 


By Joe Russo 


PIA. Leichhardt 
Tigers will be ready 
to take on the might 


of Javentus in the 57th edi- 
tion of the Viareggio Youth 
‘Tournament known as the 
Coppa Carnevale, 

As the luck of the draw 
would have it, the Turin 
giants and winners of the 
tournament in the last two 
years, are in the same group 
as the Lambert Park based 
side. 

‘The Viareggio tournament 
runs from January 24 until 
February 7 and, after a spec- 
tacular opening ceremony 
that is planned for the Pini 
Stadium in Viareggio, 
Juventus, as defending 
champions, will open the 
tournament against Partizan 
Belgrade of Serbie & 
Montenegro, 

23 Italian teams including 
the giants of Juventus, AC 
Milan, Inter Milan, Lazio, 
Roma, Fiorentina and Parma 
plus 17 forcign teams includ 
ing Bayern Munich, Werder 
Bremen, Newcastle United, 
Partizan Belgrade and 
‘Maceabi Haifa, will make up 
the forty teams in the 
Viareggio tournament. 

‘The tournament orgarisers 
have also sold the television 


tights to pay tv network 
Sport Italia will who show 
live every match played at 
the Pini Stadium in 
Viareggio, plus have ample 
coverage of the matches that 
are played away from the 
epicentre of Viareggio, 

Last year the national free 
toair network, Rai 3, showed 
several matches live includ- 
img the opening match 
Juventus-Werder Bremen, 


Leichhardt under 19 coach 
John Romeo who will guide 
the side in Viareggio, the 
prospect of facing Juventus 
is both daunting and excit- 
ing 

“This is the most presti- 
gious youth club toumament 
in the world,” he said, “For 
us itis very exciting to play 
in such a prestigious tourna- 
ment and, now that we will 


face Juventus, it is almost 
surreal.” 

In the Juventus team there 
are several players who have 
made their Serie A debuts or | 
are fringe players for the 
senior team, They might not 
be household names just yet 
but Paolucci, Volpato and | 
Aigo are the three main stars | 
of this Juyentus youth side | 
and are players that the 


senior team has already 
called on. 

However, as expected in 
such a prestigious toumna- 
ment, there are several more 
names of Serie A players that 
will be playing in their 
respective youth teams. 
Roma's best are Cerci, 
Corvia, Simonetta and Curci 
and Inter Milan has Marino, 
‘Meggiorini and Della Fiore 
as their stars. All of these 


more in six weeks in 
Viareggio than I have in 30 
‘years of soccer in NSW. It 
Was a great experience for 
the club and this year’s event 
will be no different. 

“T personally can’t wait to 
go to Viareggio and this is a 
wonderful window of oppor- 


Robbie Middleby (Newcastle 
United) 

‘Mark Milligan (Nonlhem Spit) 

‘Wade Oostendorp (NSWIS) 

Andrew Packer (Sydney 
Olympic) 

Justin Pasfield (Bray Wanderers, 
Ireland) 

Saso  Petrovski 
Power) 

‘Mark Rudan (Sydney United) 

Alejandro Salazar (University of 
Portland, USA) 

Jacob Timpano (Wollongong 
Wolves) 

David Zarilic (Eintracht Trier, 
Germany) 

Ufuk Talay (Mersyn Ydman 
‘Yurdu Turkey) 


(Parramatta 


Total - 15 
‘Coach - N/A 


A.P.LA. vs Juventus - the dream match at Viareggio 


tunity for all involved such 
as players, coaches and offi- 
cials, and obviously ita very 
proud time ofthe year foc the 
APLA. Leichhardt Tigers to 
be the club that represents 
Australia at Viareggio,” he 
concluded. 


S-League want 


the group games Roma. 
Galatasaray,  Empoli-FC 
Obilic, AC Milan-Lazio and 
Fiorentina-Capixaba. 
Several second matches 
including Roma-AC Milan, 
two quarter final matches 
including Roma-Inter Milan, 
both semi finals including 
the blockbuster Juventus- 
‘Roma and the final Juventus- 
Empoli, which was won 3-0 
by the Turit giants, were all 
Tive on free to air television 
at 3.00pm ia the afternoon, 
APIA. Leichhardt, who 
‘are representing Australia for 
the third time at the tourna- 
ment having previously par- 
ticipated in 2002 and 2003, 
face the daunting prospect of 
having to participate in 
Group | along with Juyentus, 
Partizan Belgrade and 
Catanzaro, where the eyes of 


boys are fringe Serie A play- 
ers, while a lot is expected 
too from Atalanta, AC 
Milan, Empoli, Parma, Lazio 
and Torino, all of whom have 
a fantastic record at youth 
level. 

The APIA. Leichhardt 
contingent will depart from 
Sydney on January 15 under 
the guidance of club presi- 
deat Mr. Tony Raciti, who 
was installed as a life mem- 
ber of Soccer NSW earlier 
this year for his 30 plus years 
voluntary service 10, the 


game. 

“The level of the tourna- 
ment is just mind boggling 
and I have never seen any- 
thing like it,” a very prond 
Raciti stated. “The previous 
two times when I went to the 
tournament personally, what 
1 saw during those two three- 


the Halian and international 
media will be firmly focused. 
According to A.PLA. 


A.PLA. Leichhardt president Tony Raciti will be 
keeping a walchful eye on the squad during the 
Viareggio Tournament 
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week periods was unbeliev- 
able 
“I probably saw and learnt 


Aussie clubs in 
Singapore Cup 


he S-League have invited four A-League teams 

I to compete in next year's Singapore Cup. The 

winners are guaranteed $120,000 and S-League 

chief executive How Scen-Yong told the: Sydney 
Morning Herald: 

"We know from past expe- 
rienee [two defunct clubs, the 
Perth Kangaroos and the 
Darwin Cubs, competed in 
the S-League in the mid- 


1990s and dominated the ih 
competition) that the ee 
Australian teams would be FOOTBALL 


strong, but we are not afraid FEDERATION 


tohavea foreign team winthe AUSTRALIA 
prizemoney." 

The four clubs invited are 
Sydney FC, Adelaide United, Perth Glory and 
Melbourne Victory. Perth have already rejected the 
offer, while the other three clubs are considering the 
invitation with the Cup to begin in April. 


- 
t@) ABSW: 
Se 


"MEMBERS SHOULD RELY ON 
GAME'S OWN TRIBUNALS" 


judgment of the NSW Supreme 

‘Court has cleared the way for 

Soccer NSW Elite Youth 

League competitions to commence as 
planned on Saturday § March 2005, 

‘This follows last week's rejection of a 
legal action brought by the Council of the 
City of Botany. Bay and later joined by 
Eastern Suburbs Soccer Football 
Association (ESSFA). 

Under the proceedings, Botany Bay 
Council and ESSFA sought an order for 
‘Soccer NSW to reconsider its decision not 
to admit Sydney University Eastern Lions 
to the 2005 Super Youth League. 

Further, the Botany Bay Council sought 
damages in the form of costs in excess of 
$180,000 said to bave been “thrown 
away” by Council in carrying out 
improvements to Hensley Athletic Field, a 


public ground. 
The NSW Supreme Court ruled in 


favour of Soccer NSW. Diamond Peisah 
and Co, Solicitors, acting on behalf of 
Soccer NSW Ltd, have confirmed that 
legal costs were awarded against the 
Council of the City of Botany Bay and 
Eastern Suburbs Soccer Football 
Association (ESSFA).. 

‘The proceedings were heard by Acting 
Judge Burchett in the NSW Supreme 
Court Equity Division, The matter was 
subject of almost two months of legal 
process, including three days of hearings 
in the NSW Supreme Court earlier this 
month. 

Tn the course of his judgment, His 
Honour said: 

"The Circulars and letters sent out by 
the Defendant (Soccer NSW) were consis- 
tent with the Board having a broad discre- 
tion which it had plainly exercised i the 


igoeiey preceding year as it had 
clubs including the Second 


PFA Welcomes 
Socceroos Squad Policy fia 


Plaintiff (ESSEA), The Plaintiff's argu- 
ment (Botany Bay Council and ESSFA) 
that other clubs should have been exclud- 
‘ed 50 as to make room for ESSFA's read- 
mission to Super League must in my 
pinion fail for several reasons: 


“In the first place, Iam not satisfied that 
the other clubs admitted were admitted 
contrary to the criteria In the second 
place, if any club was admitted atthe time 
when it failed to meet all of the criteria, 1 
‘am not persuaded there is any reason to 


think the Defendant did not exercise the 
same discretion which it had exercised in 
the previous year on which they did notify 
the Plaintiffs." 

‘On the issue as to a claim by Botany 
Bay Council for damages under the Trade 
Practices Act and where it was put for- 
ward that Soccer NSW was engaged in 
trade or commerce-and therefore represen 
tations said to have been made to Botany 
Bay Comncil were false or misleading enti- 
fling Botany Bay Council todamages 
under the Trade Practices Act, His Honour 
said: 

"| have already made it clear that I do 
not think (the fions) were false 
or misleading and neither do I think they 
were made in trade or commerce. 
Whatever may be said of other aspects of 
the Defendants operations, the Circulars 
‘and letters in question related solely to the 
organistion of competitions for children 


DECLARATION OF STATE LEAGUES WINTER SEASON 2005 
ccer NSW Announce Winter Competitions 


he Australian class footballers such as Figo LU Soeats ee NSW se ‘THREE (3) 
Professional and Zidane from intemation- nal eee 
Footballers’ ai foothal. in acetone ool Matic, 

Association (PFA) wel Ata time when the ASA se stil ar toa 2005 Winter ee Laie! 

‘comed the recent decision is asking for increased com- Le bie = sa oe hallows ce a if le fet 

of the ASA to focas on mitment from our players it Beaso sores a = eee 

developing a squad to chal- is paramount that player wel- n 

lenge for World-Cup quali- fare is properly considered to ‘SUPER LEAGUE Tiseiaenn United 

fication. ensure the Socceroos are g?) Roosters 

PFA Chief Executive Rob able to perform at their best Te Olympic ‘Trasandinos 
ee cece dos het a Fairfield Bulls In consideration of the divisional 
policy for the players”. new ASA policy as a posi- Be Bey Lsepisl eae a is eae bet Sua 

"The PFA has consistently _ tive step toward understand- eae Leaps prise Do ) 
conveyed to the ASA con- ing and managing the pane cate A tate League will be based on a fourteen 
cems surrounding the impact demands of Australia's elite Hajduk Wanderers United (14) team competition, and that Winter 
that both poor scheduling footballers. Hurstville City Minotaurs Division Two (2) and Division Three (3) 
and an overload of matches The PFA remains commit- PFA Chief Laas Stab Lewes sail Popes 
‘can have on our top players. ted to working with the ASA Rob Anderson bea — Te : ) team cme ion. The review at 
‘These concems are clearly in our capacity as the Australia’s chances of quali- si ie eae fii wa een of 
demonstrated through the Player’s collective voice in fying for the World Cup in Sous ee, bent endian of 
recent retirement of world order to maximise 2006." ee 

5) Promotion and Relegation 
U Ce DIVISION ONE (1) In consideration of provisions con- 
| ion Historic nt sited ns Wal Reps 
Bathurst ‘75 Soccer NSW, it has been determi 
‘yundai A-League for fans with the VSF com- vide an excellent carer path- Belin Heck ae ed 
‘dub Melbourne milting to avoid scheduling way for players coming up Saag Sars rey om 
Victory last week conflicts between Hyundai through VSF competitions sae r ee a mencement of the 2004/2005 Season, 
Signed an historic agree- A-League matches and and development: programs, eee. three (3) teams will be eligible for rele- 
iment with the State's gov- Victorian Premier League We are delighted to provide ~ i pe sist United gation ue bee Leagns and one 
erning football body, the matches, allowing traditional our support for Melbourne’s ae Hes (1) team will be eligible for promotion 
Victorian Soccer supporters the opportunity to newteaminthenew Hyundai | 441, ae we < yen from 
Federation (VSF). support their favourite cub at A-League,” he said. ae Rangers inter Super League. 

"The agreement, signed by stale level, as wells suppor- As part of the agreement, be ee AAs a result the following will apply 
Victory Chairman, Geoff ing Victory inthe Hyundai A- the VSF will be allowed to Sebo ie z for Promotion and Relegation of clubs 
Lord, and VSF Chairman, League. appoint an observer to the | Witecity in all other Divisions of State League 
Mantly Galanos signals a AS well as allowing mem- Board of Melbourne Victory, 18) competition as follows: 
close working relationship bers of any VSF affliated ensuring the Victorian foot- 

Tetween the two organiza- team to take advantage of tall community has 2 direct DIVISION Two (2) a) Wine Super Leage -fouteca 
tions. Victory membership and involvement in the decision aie Se ( an i atte 

Lond said “It's vital for merchandise discounts, the making process of the new ike ~ one (1) nut 
Victory to succeed that we agreement also opens the club. ee aacd berate ats 
engage the traditional foot- door for Victor to utilize the "We see this anew ert | pooh ee 
ball community. facilities of the new State of co-operation between the Kelhyville Kolts ee League, 

“As_ much Soccer Centrein Northcote. State ‘Federation and the s dae 
pe bees aiehe, Pri Grae was unequivocal ational competition,” Prospect United +) Division One (1) State League ~ 
toll to a new audience, we in his support for the fledg- Galanos said. Se fouten (14) eam compo: 
must provide a vehicle which ling franchise “By working together we Syne cone pe a ag 
mites all the traditional sup- "We believe Victory will can all ensure 2 bight local | isw gc Lat aa 
porters of the game.” serve as a shop window for future for the greatest game in COO es gated 10 

‘This will be made easier football in Victoria and pro- the world”, Division Two (2)State League. 
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and youths which bore no flavour of trade 
‘or commerce." 

‘The Soccer NSW President, Mr Tom 
Doumanis, said that Acting Judge 
Burckett’s decision should ensure in furure 
that disputes under the Soccer NSW juris- 
diction will be resolved within the domes- 
tic tribunal process available to all 


members. 

“Rather than burdening the game with 
litigation and all the tribulations and costs 
that flow from litigation, a member with a 
grievance should rely om the game’s own 
review and appeal processes,” said Mr 
Doumanis. 

‘As previously advised, Soccer NSW 
Blite Youth League competitions for 
Season 2005 will commence as advised to 
members on Saturday 5 March 2005 
Three divisions will be maintained in 
accordance with Soccer NSW Circular 
04/10 (see www soccemsv.com.au). 


) Division TWo (2) State League — 
twelve (12) team competition: 

= one (1) team to be promoted to 
Division One (1) State League, and 

= one (1) team to be rejegated to 
Division Two (2) State League. 


4) Division Three (3) State League ~ 

ten (10) team competition (minimum); 
= one (1) team to be promoted to 

Division Two (2) State League, 


6) In relation to the Promotion or 
Relegation of clubs to the next hi; 
or lowest division respectively, eli 
ity will be based on clubs meeting all 
relevant criteria at the time of applica- 
tionto include playing performance and 
position on competition table, ground 
and facilities compliance, financial via- 
bility and administration infrastructure, 


7) Promotion and Relegation for 
Winter Leagues will be again reviewed 
by Soccer NSW after the conclusion of 
the 2005 Winter Season. 


ABSW {@} 


ankstown City haye ended weeks of 

speculation, confirming Peter 
‘Tsekenis will continue in the role of 
‘head coach for the remainder of the sea- 
son. 

NSL Championship winning coach 
Nick Theodorakopoulos was considered 
the favourite for the job to succeed 
Andy Papoalias but elected not to take 
up the position, allowing ‘Tsekenis the 
chance to continue in charge, 

The appointment is the first full-time 
role for Tsekenis, who joined the club 
this season after an extensive National 
League playing career with Sydney 
Olympic and Newcastle United. 


BAIRD BACK 
Bonnyrigg striker Michael Baird has 
}| vowed to retum tothe Premier League big- 
|) ger and better than ever when he resumes 
training this week after recovering from a 
knee injury. 

‘The former youth international has been 
sidelined for six weeks, but retums to 
‘Sydney from his Brisbane home tomorrow 
(Wednesday) and has been pencilled in for 
|| start in Bonnyriga’s trial game against 

Sutherland next Sunday. 

“Thave been very happy with my rehab 
and Jooking forward to getting back on the 
training pitch and helping Bonayrigg back 


SOCCER NSW 


into the top four,” said Baird. 

Foremost in his mind will be the oppor- 
tunity to line up with Perth Glory guest 
striker Bobby Despotovski for their round 
six clash with APIA Leichhardt Tigers. 
“"We have only played 60 minutes together 
in round one before I was carried off on a 
stretcher, so T am very keen to finally get 
some game time with him,” said Baird. 

Despotovski is also over the back injury 
that forced his withdrawal from the 
Blacktown game and is expected to startin 
the clash with the Tigers at The Serbian 
Centre. Guinean born midfielder 
Ballamadou Conde is also back in the 
country having retumed briefly to 
Singapore to sort out a new visa for the 
remainder of the season. Some bad news 
for White Eagles fans with coach John 
‘Tumer confirming talented young forward 
‘Dejan Malenica will be out for four to six 
vweeks with a broken arm. 


BUONAVOGLIA 
DECISION 
IMMINENT 


D-Day is looming for former 
Parramatta Power —striket John 
Buonavoglia, who this week is set to 
‘announce his new team for the remainder 
‘of the’ Premier League. While APLA- 


Busy Blacktown defender Mark Milligan pictured here playing 
Zs Tame eeee ee 
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Leichhardt were rumoured to be leading 
the race to obtain his services, Bonnyrigg 
White Bagles and Sydney United are now 
leading the chase to land his signature, 


RARE INJURY 
SIDELINES 
SEFER 


Sydney Crescent Star will be without 
defender Sefer Yildiz for the next four 
‘weeks after scans revealed a tom meniscus 
in his right knee, 

‘The rare injury couldn't have come at a 
worse time for Yildiz who underwent an 
arthroscopy on Christmas Eve and has. 
‘been on crutches for the past two weeks, 

‘The good news for Crescent Star coach 
‘Yasin Ozdenak will come today when 
excitement machine Tolgay Ozbey will 
resume training for the first time in six 
months following a knee reconstruction. 


SAINTS SEEK 


STRIKER 

St. George coach Manny Spanoudakis 
has confirmed that the Saints are in the 
market for a striker in a bid to boost their 
top eight credentials, 

“We haye two excellent forwards in 
Danny (Watkins) and Tanju (Balabanel) 
but they need some support, so we are on 
the lookout for a backup who can help put 
some pressure on the boys for positions,” 
Spanoudakis said, 

‘The Wollongong Wolves are another 
team desperate to acquire some talent with 
striker and.a wide midfielder at the top of 
their shopping list. 

DEMONS POISED 


TO LOSE 


MILLIGAN 

Mark Milligan is fast becoming “an 
international bright, young thing” - 
and that's causing heartache for his 
club, Blacktown City Demons, 

The 19-year-old’s commitments with 
the Young Socceroos and his signing of 
a lucrative contract with A-League 
club Sydney FC mean Milligan may be 
seen no more in Blacktown colours this 


LIF TOUT 


TSEKENIS CONFIRMED 
AS TOP LION 


season. 
“1 love playing for Blacktown and 
the elub bas been so good to me,” said 
Milligan. “I want to help the Demons 
85 ach a posible in the NSW 
League this season, but it 
er een 
Blacktown, president Ken Schembri 
is hoping to get a few more games out 
of the talented fall back in the New 


Year. 

“Mark is an exceptional player, 
probably the best young prospect going 
around at the moment,” said 
Schembri, 

“We'll have to talk to Sydney FC 
about releasing him for A-League pre- 
season training. It could well be that 
‘Mark can continue playing for Demons 
while be is training for the A-League.” 

The “international bright, young 
thing” has a busy January. Milligan 
will head to Brisbane for a training 
camp vith the Young Socceroos ahead 


---MNSIDE... 


© NSW Premier League News .........-2000+ 
© Premier League Results, Tables & Stats, At A Glance . 
@ NSW-A Year in Review Part 2 
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@ NSW Premier League Season Review .. 
Photographs used In these pages are the copyright of SOCCER NSW 
To purchase any photos, please emall 
info@soccernsw.com.au 


‘Newly appointed Bankstown City Lions coach Peter Tsekenis 
seen here in playing mode 


of the Oceania World Youth Cup qual- 
ifiers in Honiara in the Solomon 
Islands. His Blacktown team mate 
Chris Tadrosse is also in the squad. 

The Young Socceroos can expect to 
be involved until the final in Honiara 
on 31 January, which means Milligan 
will possibly have to immediately | 
report for training with Sydney FC in 
early February, Whatever happens, 
Milligan and Tadrosse will miss 
Blacktown’s first three games when the 
NSW Premier League resumes on 14 
January after the Christmas break. 

The pair were absent for the finals of 
the pre-season Johnny Warren Cup, 
whieh clashed with a Young Socceroo | 
tour of South America. 

“The travel is a great experience and 
there’s nothing to compare with play- 
ing for Australia,” said Milligan. “But 
club foothall is what matters every 
week and I'l be sorry if I can’t help || 
Blacktown build on its great start”. 
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Season So Far: 
Bottom Eight aie 


9, BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES - The 2 Blacktown City Demons 
move to have Bobby Despotoyski fly over from ? Bankstown City Lions 
Perth each week initially paid dividends with goals Rogkdale City Suns 
and publicity, but when Despotovski joined fellow : St George Saints 
sitiker Michael Baird on the injury list the Eagles APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 
suffered two defeats in a row before the break. Central Coast United 

‘Too much quality to stay in the bottom eight and Marconi Stallions 
coach John Turner is also looking to add a high Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
profile striker to his squad. Sydney Olympic 
Parramatta Eagles 
Penrith Nepean United 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Wollongong Wolves 
Blue Devils 
Manly United FC 


10. SYDNEY OLYMPIC ~ A tuniultuous start 
to the season has seen Olympic down-size their 
squad with four big name players leaving the club. 
Coach John Doyle has been juggling resources all 
the while and now needs to setle his team. 

Olympic tas plenty of young guns and the fans 
always have big expectations, but the former NSL 
giants may find the going tough. 


IL, PARRAMATTA EAGLES -— Despite the 
hard work and persistence of coach Trevor Morgan 
they are another side-punching well above their ' 2 
weight division. le 3 es + | As - 

Their form has been reasonable, but their lack of t ee > ‘Sydney Olympic 


class is cause for concem and enougk to suggest Sydney Olymple’s Fijian Intern Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


they face a season-long relegation battle. striker Esala Masi will be looking to get Marconi Stallions 
among the goals when the Premier League | Blacktown City Demons 

12. PENRITH PANTHERS — Showed they are resumes next week Penrith Nepean United 

capable of pulling off the odd upset win and to their Central Coast United 

credit have shown enough to suggest they'll atleast Blue Devils 

be nuisance value for the remainder of the season. St George Saints 
Having lost Matt Osman to injury they lack that “ ‘Sydney United 

real class player who can make a difference and Parramatta Eagles 


that could ultimately cost them. Wollongong Wolves, 


é Manly United FC 

13, SYDNEY CRESCENT STAR - A highly APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 
inconsistent team that just hasn’t looked likely in Bankstown City Lions 
any match. it 

It’s okay to have # classy striker like Steve eae eal 
Karayatakis, but without good service his’talents ‘ ae 
are being wasted. Coach Yasin Ozdenak will need , 
to dip into his box of tricks and soon if they are to 


be saved from relegation, t i TOP GOALSCORERS 


14, WOLLONGONG WOLVES — A huge dis- : f 
appointment so far, but then coach Adrian Alston ; Berane, Cn piles sere Srccul 
Gid!'say, he, wasnt Expecting the-tram) to bit their : Vuko Tomasevic (BWE), Bobby Despotovski (BWE), Nick Bosevski (RCS), 
straps until round eight. ‘Tony Faria (BCD), Stewart Petrie (BCD). Ante Milicic (SU), Angelo Petratos 
The inclusion of veteran George Souris will help 


shore up a leaky defence, but it's up front where 


Se a eae ee : NSW PREMIER LEAGUE ROUND 
15, BLUE DEVILS — A surprise to see last sea- ie SIX FIXTURES 


son’s runner up in the relegation zone, but it seems : 

the loss of some key players has grossly aifected FRI 14 JAN 

the team balance. _ pee eae ios padi ae 
Are always a chance at home, but it seems like- a ‘Manly Warringah Dolphins Rockdale 

ly they will do most of their fighting in a hotly con- : (2aae 

tested bottom eight. A home loss to Central Coast sa SAT 15 JAN 

before the break has alarm bells ringing. 


SCOOHN NNN ANOHORAONE 
bohadHKHVHAHNEOOUES 


16. MANLY UNITED FC = An inability to : 
convert their chances has hurt United and unless a 
new striker can be uncovered they are looking like 
heading straight back down to the Winter Super 
League, 

Brent Fisher holds the key for the northern Ate 
beaches outfit and if he can rediscover his scorin a 
tent Way nee a mae ee a dn Manly United needs New Zealand Parramatta Eagles 

International striker Brent Fisher to Sydney Olympic 
rediscover his scoring touch 
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Scottish legend calls by 

Manchester United, Leeds United and Scotland 
legend Gordon Strachan was a surprise visitor to 
‘Valentine Sports Park — and he came to learn, not 
teach, 

“Australians are great at team sports, whether 
its rugby, cricket or football and I wanted to see 
for myself where it all starts,” said Strachan, tak- 
ing a break from full-time involvement in profes- 
sional football. 

Strachan stunned English football when he 
walked away from the manager's job at 
Southampton, citing a promise to spend more time 
with his family. 

True to his word, Strachan and his wife trav- 
elled across Australia, from Queensland islands to 
Melbourne. The diminutive Scot was a keen 
observer of the NSW Institute of Sport soccer 
squad, which was training under Head Coach 
Kelly Cross at Valentine Sports Park. 

Strachan was mightily impressed by what he 
saw. “The level of skill was very impressive and 
I'm sure at least two of the young players I saw 
will go all the way,” said Strachan. 

“Of course, that’s the easy part because we 
know very good players will emerge from this 
elite squad. Picking exactly which two will make 
it is harder. That’s what baffles coaches time and 
again.” 


While in Melbourne, Strachan visited AFL 
clubs to learn about match preparation and recov- 
ery sessions, and spent time with Rugby League 
trainers in Sydney. 


Crescent Star wins Continental 


Tyres Cup 

Sydney Crescent Star were the inaugural win- 
ners of the 2004 Continental Tyres Cup after a 
thrilling extra time win over Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles at the Gabbie Stadium. 

Tn an electric match, Hakan Sevgin opened the 
scoring for Sydney Crescent Star in the 18th 
minute, but Aaron Burgess equalised for 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles shortly before half-time. 

‘The scores were locked for the entire second 
half, before the match was sent into extra time. 

Bonnyrigg had a chance to seal the match when 
Milorad Simonovic found himself unmarked at 
the far post without a keeper between him and the 
goal, but he shot wide. 

Hakan Seygin then seized an opportunity that 
netted his club a cool $20,000. 


JUNE 


Lions snare championship 

Bankstown City Lions’ 100 per cent record in 
Grand Finals amazingly continued as they secured 
their first Premier League championship with a 
20 victory over Belconnen Blue Devils amid 
euphoric scenes at Marconi Stadium, 

A crowd of 5,000 crammed every vantage point 
to watch the Lions ride a wave of fervent support 


Former Southampton coach and Scottish Intemational midfielder Gordon Strachan was 
impressed by the NSWIS setup when ho visited Valentine Sports Park last May. 


Sydney Crescent Star coach Yasin Ozdenak holds the Continental Tyres Cup aloft after 
his team beat Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2-1 in the 2004 Final 


to score two second half goals and run away with 
the match. 

Without the services of a known playmaker in 
the side, Bankstown coach Andy Papoulias pinned 
his faith in a veteran and relative unknown in a bid 
to break down the tough Blue Devils defence, 

‘Saso Boskovski in the twilight of his career and 
Dimitri Nicolaou, a relative unknown, performed 
brilliantly in the centre of the park, steering their 
side to a historic victory. 

A veteran of the club's last two championship 
wins in 1993 and 1994, Boskovski was the differ- 
ence between the two sides, turing back the clock 
in.a cameo performance which eared him Man of 
the Match honours. 

Bankstown did the damage via a 68th minute 
penalty by Boskoyski, followed up by a 75th 
minute own goal by the unlucky Lee 
Pietrukowski. 


Prenzoski wins Gold Medal 

Tlija Prenzoski won the 2003-04 NSW Premier 
League Gold Medal for the Player of the Year. 

The Belconnen Blue Devils striker was 
acclaimed by the votes of the NSW Premier 
League coaches. 

Prenzoski scored 18 goals, just one fewer than 
Golden Boot winner Matthew Borg of Bankstown 
City Lions. 

Tt was a glittering night for Belconnen, as Chris 
Tanzey was named Coach of the Year. 

Belconnen won the _ first-past-the-post 
Premiership, but was on the wrong end of a 2-0 
scoreline in the NSW Premier League Grand 
Final. Jonathon Streater was named Referee of 
the Year at the gala night at Le Montage. 


Socceroo humbled by new 
grandstand 


The most decorated soccer player ever to come 
out of Sydney's northern beaches said he was 
“humbled” by the naming of a new $750,000 
grandstand in his honour. 

‘The official opening of the stylish Lucas Neill 
Stand now makes Cromer Park at Dee Why one of 
the finest soccer facilities in Sydney. 

The stand offers undercover seating for 800 
fans, and is the showpiece of a $1.5 million rede- 
velopment at Cromer. 

“['m a Manly boy through and through and 
always will be,” said Lucas Neill. 

“T've got to say I’m totally humbled by this 
honour, that the hard work of so many people 
would carry my name.” 


Blackburn's Socceroo defender Lucas Neil 
felt humbled at having a new grandstand 
at Cromer Park named after himself 


> 
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WHITE CITY Be 
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The Bonnyrigg White Eagles are proudly 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 4, 2005 


= 
ear 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 4, 2005 


UNITED SETS THE PACE IN 
EXCITING START TO THE SEASON 


Yerall it has been an exciting and at times 

lunpredictable start to the season. Crowds 

have been good, results have been keenly 
followed and players have emerged to catch the 
public eye, among them Marconi’s Chris Cop, the 
Blue Devils' Paul Ivanic, Sydney United's Labinot 
Haliti and Bonnyrige's David Petrovic. 

With yet another win in Round Five, Sydney 
United saw themselves sharing the lead with tradi- 
tional Premier League benchmark side Blacktown 
City Demons. 

Despite player coach Zlatko Arambasic not being 
keen on selecting himself, the United side has made 
a near perfect start to the campaign, though five 
games is hardly enough to measure things by. 

Their goal tally, like that of Blacktown, has been 
high enough to suggest that the team can go on with 
the job. 

There are just two unbeaten sides, Bankstown, 
who ended St George's record, and Marconi, who 
have only managed one victory. 

Rockdale have gone from strength to strength 
since losing their opening home game narrowly to 
Iandlords St George. 

‘After that their form has been sound and it culmi- 
nated in a sensational 1-0 win over Sydney Olympic 
to follow up on victories against Penrith Nepean and 
Parramatta. 

Blacktown's form can be put down to a decent 
squad, while Rockdale also has some strength in 
depth. 

Central Coast have a largely young side but 
undoubtedly the signing of Hija Prenzoski and now 
‘Troy Halpin has given them added confidence. 

All clubs apart from Manly and the Blue Devils 
have managed at least one win, so none can be dis- 
missed this early on. 

Some will struggle once those contracted to A 
League clubs move on, while the more provident 
‘ones with sound youth policies will probably pros- 


ie wil el which ofthe lbs currently sitting 
outside the eight can force their way in to stay over 
the next ten rounds. 

Here is the lowdown on all 16 clubs after five 
rounds. The teams are analysed in their ladder order. 


SYDNEY UNITED 


FORM WWWLW GOALS FOR 17 AGAINST 7 


Few could complain about the performance of the 
one-time NSL giants in their return to the ranks of 
the NSW competition 

Tn promotional terms the club put on a show, with 
Ante Milicic the draweard and an array of atractive 
players on hand to entertain-a demanding crowd. 

Crowds flocked to the Edensor Park headquarters 
to see three matches which were all won handsome- 
ly and apart from one slender loss at Sydney 
Olympic's Oki Jubilee Stadium, the south western 
Sydney side had an impeccable record irom its first 
five outings. 

Whether it can maintain this after the break 
remains to be seen. The defence has been far from 


Young Sydney United striker Labinot 

Haliti has emerged as one of the Premier 

League's new stars. He is the joint lead- 

ng goal scorer with Blacktown’s Adam 

Kwasnik on five. 
impregnable, conceding the first goal in each of its 
last two home games against teams which were not 
expected to trouble them. 

Tougher opposition, as Olympic showed, could 
find them out. 

AA derby against Marconi upon the resumption of 
the season is sure to be a great indicator oftheir like- 
ly fortunes in the remaining matches. 

That game away from home will be followed by 
another road trip to A.PLA. and then @ home game 
against Rockdale, 

Altractive games all three but also ones that might 
sec the Sydney United bubble bursting. 


i 
BLACKTOWN 
CITY DEMONS 


FORM WWLWW GOALS FOR 13 AGAINST 5 


While they did lose narrowly at Bankstown, their 
only scoreless game of the current campaign, they 
have scored three goals or more in all but one of their 
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other four outings. That must be pleasing for a club 
that had an indifferent summer last time out and in a 
‘weaker 12 team competition, 

Blacktown are well on the way to making the top 
eight and having eight of their 15 games at The 
Gabbie is bound to help. 

Fitness will be a big factor for the Demons in 
retaining their early lead. A broken bone in the foot 
of Mark Milligan may take some time to heal, but 
Bobby Dragas will be ready to resume after the four 
week break. 


‘The tight defence and a reasonably prolific attack 
has the Demons sitting pretty near the top right now, 
but the main objective is to remain in the top eight 
and thus mount a challenge for the title in the second 
stage of the season. 

Tf Adam Kwasnik and Stewart Petrie continue to 
fire and the defence can remain injury free that 
should be perfectly achievable, 


CITY LIONS 


FORM D D WW W GOALS FOR 5 
AGAINST 2 


Bankstown are still strong, if anything stronger 
this summer 

Andy Papoulias has left behind a very determined 
Bankstown side which should continue to challenge 
for honoursin the New Year and one that most clubs 
find difficult to play against, as there are few weak- 
nesses and many strengths. 

The Lions’ ability to defend has been a hallmark of 
the Papoulias era. 

‘Saso Petrovski looks likely to lead the Lions a lit- 
tle while longer and with Matt Borg also due back 
from a niggling groin injury, the Bankstown club 
looks capable of doing as well as it did last term. 


ROCKDALE 


CITY SUNS 


FORM LD W WW GOALS FOR 7 AGAINST 4 


Rockdale didn't fare well in the first two rounds 
and their recent form can be put down to finalising 
their best stating eleven only after the season had got 
under way, 

‘The inclusion of Cameron Jones in the midfield and 
Timmy Asclncr up front kas coincided with the team's 
resurgence, 


Rockdale come back from the break with a visit to 
Manly and a win there would set them up nicely for a 
tilt atthe top eight. 

Nick Bosevski bas begun to show some form after 
a slow start and the whole unit is playing well. 

‘The team has always had a reputation for inconsis- 
tency, but perhaps Ivan Petkovic will transform this 
side into a unit as tight as Bankstown has become and 
they will shake off that reputation, 

‘A win at Manly’s Cromer Park on the first day back 
is absolutely essential if the challenge for honours is to 


ST GEORGE SAINTS 
FORM WD WD LGOALS FORS AGAINST 4 
St George faltered after a steady stat to lose at 
Bankstown, meeting the same fate as Blacktown who 


St George skipper and former Socceroo 
midfielder Gabriel Mendez has started 
the season in good form 


‘ceme to grief on the Jensen Park rocks. 

Tanju Balabanel has scored but a brace of goals and 
those in one match while Danny Watkins is hardly 
prolific. Supporters will want both players to be on 
song after January to help the club toa tlt at the title, 
following a fair but not brilliant stat. 

Injuries to the promising Jordan Simpson at vital 
stages and some early suspensions have possibly cost 
the club some points, but generally they are in a satis- 
factory position. The form of skipper Gabriel Mendez 
has also been encouraging. What the team needs most 
is some consistency from the strikers, with neither 
Watkins nor Balabanel achieving that at this stage. 
The defence, including goalkeeper Andrew Crews, all 
look particularly sound. 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS 


FORM W D WLD GOALS FOR 4 AGAINST 3 


The blow of Jeromy Harris succumbing to injury 
after impressing in a couple of the Tigers' early wins 
and continued absence of the experienced Damon 
Langan and Michael Galluzzo, plus James Stubbs- 
Mills having fo pull out of a couple of games into the 
season, has put a strain on the club's resources, 

‘The defence, including skipper Andrew Clark, 
again pressed into a role in the back line after a further 
injury to Tony Tesoro just before he break, has been 
doing its job well. Clint Bolton has drawn plenty of 
praise from supporters and opposition coaches The 
rest of the side still lacks conviction and so far the 
results have been ground out rather than achieved with 
any great flair, 

We will need to see if the players can come back 
from the break fitter and fired up for success, with 
Norman Tome working hard to get things going and 
Sam La Rocca, when 100 per cent fit, also ready to 
Jead the charge. 

‘Much will depend on the numbers in the squad and 
whether the club manages to sign a replacement for 
Harris, who will now miss the rest of the season. 


CENTRAL COAST 


FOOTBALL CLUB 


Matthew Bingley, pictured here with 
Northem Spirit, has been leading the way 
for Central Coast in its Premier 
camplagn. 


CENTRAL 
COAST UNITED 


| FORM LDL WW GOALS FOR 8 AGAINST 6 


A slow start for Grant Lee's men has seen the team 
become much more competitive after two away wins 


just before the break. 

A loss at Sydney United was no great disaster on 
day one considering that side's achievements since, 
and the narrow loss at Wollongong was to many 
observers an unlucky one, 

Now the team is firing fully we should see them 
climb still further up the ladder and entertain folks on 
the Coast where they are yet to put in an appearance 
following problems in getting a ground fit for play. 

All that should change on January 15 with Central 
Coast Advocate Stadium ready to host Bankstown 
City Lions and hopefully a bumper crowd for what 
should be an epic contest. 

‘The very youthful defence, with Matt Bingley lead- 
ing the way, has been briliant. The added stability of 
midfielders Troy. Halpin, Scott Thomas and Mare 
Falzon is providing a good balance for lija Prenzoski 
to spearhead the attack with Shane Knight, 

Prenzoski has proven an immediate hit, with goals 
in both games in which the club has claimed victory, 
Knight has relished his retum to the front line after 
‘many years occupying more defensive roles with 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles. 


ve 


MARCONI 
STALLIONS 


FORM D D.D WD GOALS FOR 7 AGAINST 5 


‘The Stallions have taken some time to adjust to the 
coaching style of Zlatko Nastevski, who was handed 
the reins following the departure of Jean Paul de 
Marigny to Newcastle just days before the start ofthe 
Season. 

Nastevski has done well with the team unbeaten. 
The signing of returning striker Jay Lucas has been a 
reat success, 

The big home derby against Sydney United is a 
great way to greet the return to action after the break. 
Supporters should rally tothe cause with tis plums fix- 
ture to look forward to, 

‘Avtacking flair comes mostly from the milfield via 
the agency of the Carle brothers, Leo and Nick, the 
former expected hack after trials in Belgium 

‘The back-line has been looking very well suited to 
the demands of Premier League football and a busy 
midfield including Todd Brodie and Matt Thompson 
is as capable as any in the division with the Carles 
around to inspire them. 

The only down side has been an early injury to 
Grant Last which may keep him out of action over the 
next few weeks. Once fit, Last will add a lot to a 
strong Stallions side. 


BONNYRIGG 
WHITE EAGLES 


FORM WD WLL GOALS FOR 11 
AGAINST 10 


‘Bonayrigg, which annexed the Johnny Warren Cup 
and began the season in very positive fashion, 
slumped to their second successive defeat before the 


Young Socceroo striker Jay Lucas has 
been making a big impact with Marconi. 
break. There were long faces in the White Eagles 
camp following what could hardly have been a totally 
‘unexpected loss, given the absence of so many key 

players. 

‘The club and their coach, John Tumer, are really 
supbeat about the rest of the season, once Michael 
Baird and Bobby Despotovski are back and as soon as 
Ballamodou Conde has sorted out his visa status. 

‘The latter is likely to be a driving force for the team 
in its remaining matches and there is no reason, once 
Conde is established in the side, why they cannot scale 
the heights once more, = 

There has been some. ing instability at the 
Serbian Centre with Glen Moss dropped in favour of 
‘Danny Vukovic, who made one appearance before 
being called into the Australian Under 20 ranks for 
their coming games and that matter needs to be settled 


soon. 

Otherwise, the defence does Took better than it has 
for some seasons. However, the attack will need all its 
players to be fit if isto deliver the goals the team 
needs to overcome any shortcomings atthe back. 

Bonnyrigg sides traditionally score plenty of goals 
and this season has been no different. 

If they can keep it up they should be able to surge 
on and take areal interest in the destination of the title, 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


FORM L W D WL GOALS FOR 7 AGAINST 6 


Sydney Olympic face a difficult few weeks where 
they seek to regroup after losing two games and 
umber of high profile players. 

Just what the club plans to do to stop the rot is 
uncertain and the subject of much speculation. 


‘A precious round four win aver leaders Sydney 


United indicated that all was far from bleak, but it was 
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only the side's second thus far and came after some 
disappointing showings. 

With Troy Halpin and Jimmy Bakis gone to other | 
clubs and George Souris back in Wollongong colours | 
the squad is looking rather thin now. 

AA few new playets are needed and some stability, 


_ given that John Buonavoglia also left the club before 


the other trio, leaving some big gaps. 

This club always expects the best and the period 
after Christmas should be an interesting one indeed at 
Oki Jubilee Stadium. 


Midflelder Troy Halpin, one of several 
Cecile tse 


PARRAMATTA 
EAGLES 


FORM D DL LW GOALS FOR 8 
AGAINST 13 


Trevor Morgan, one of the Premier Teague's bright 
new coaches, has already done well with his young 
side to have them poised for an assault onthe top eight 
‘when many might have expected the Eagles to strug- 
gle considerably. 

‘Morgan knows that he is working with a tight bud- 
get and with several players who might leave for the 
}| A League before too long, Noel Spencer being one 

Who is certain to go soon, 

‘Notwithstanding this situation, the younger Eagles 

are fully capable of stepping up and at Cringila they 

}| cid just that to inflict on the Wolves a second home 
defeat. 

‘More punch up front and more solid defence is the 
recipe fora move up the ladder and the team's first win 
of the season had them going to the break full of 
enthusiasm, 


PENRITH NEPEAN 


PENRITH NEPEAN 
UNITED 


FORM DL LWL GOALS FOR 8 AGAINST 11 


With the round five loss at Lidcombe Oval Penrith- 
Nepean, who were beginning to look like a side capa- 
ble of beating anyone on their day, are now back 
among the also rans near the foot of the ladder. 

This is not good news for the emerging club. 

Few would argue about the commitment of the 
players, but the defence bas not been quite as solid as 
it was last term. Some home wins in the weeks ahead 
are needed if Penrith is to climb away from the lower 
reaches ofthe league. 

‘Tt will be a tall order, but the striking ability of Luke 
‘Tomich and Roger Galayini gives cause for optimism. 
If Central Coast Mariners bound Matt Osman and Tim 
O'Connell can find some form and fitness, Tony 
Rassmussen's men could well surprise again this sea- 
‘son, 


SYDNEY CRESCENT 


FORM L DLL W GOALS FOR 8 AGAINST 13 


Crescent Star have put great faith in the retim of 


talented striker Tolgay Ozbey and midfield inspiration 
Anthony Hartshorn after the summer recess, The team 
did well to end their duck in their last game before the 
break and now have something to build on. 

Coach Yasin Ozdenak set as his target the collection 
of five points before Christmas and he got four of 
them, so he should be reasonably happy, given the dif 
ficulties he has faced with player shortages, 

With Crescent Star and Parramatta Eagles both 
breaking through for a win in round five, the pressure 
has fallen more heavily now on Manly United and 
Wollongong to make a move. 

Many doubted if any of these four sides could 
‘match it with the bigger players and so far that has cer- 
tainly been the case. 

Crescent Star can never be discounted with such an 
astute coach. He is likely to get atleast one more play- 
er back, from another Premier League club, to rejuve- 
nate the team. 

‘That move and the hoped-for immediate form of 
both Ozbey and Hartshom can lift the Continental 
‘Tyres Cup holders back into contention. 


WOLLONGONG 
WOLVES 


FORM L D WLL GOALS FOR 6 AGAINST 11 


The loss Wollongong suffered at home to 
Parramatta seés them sharing a precarious spot with 
Crescent Star and Penrith Nepean, neither of whom 
‘was expected to figure inthe race for honours this sea- 


‘son. 

‘The Wolves would not feel too happy about losing 
both games they have played at Cringila, largely as the 
South Coast public would see the team as letting the 
city down and the large crowds could start to drift 


Seen here in Wollongong’s colours, 
Parramatta midfielder Noel Spencer may 
not play many more games for the Eagles 

after signing with A-League franchise 

Central Coast Mariners 
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Wollongong recruit George Souris pictured here in Olympic colours, will make his 
Wolves debut next week against his last club 


away. 

Further signings may need to be made before this 
‘Wollongong side takes its place among the top eight, 
which would surely have been their aim a few short 
weeks ago, 

George Soutis will be part of the squad when they 
reassemble after the break and no doubt the Wolves 
will want to score a few more goals, relying more on 
getting a greater share of possession than anything 
else. 


Tis predominantly a young side and ifthe promis- 
ing Tynan Diaz and Shane McGirr get gcing fully, 
then things could tum around well for Adrian Alston's 
men. 


Mue devils 
BLUE DEVILS 


FORM DL LDL GOALS FOR 6 AGAINST 11 


‘The defending Premiers, the Blue Devils, with so 
many players absent in the early weeks of the cam- 
paign due to international commitments and injuries, 
are staring down at the bottom of the ladder, wonder- 
ing what is the easiest way to climb the rungs to the 
top. 

A retum to full fitness ‘of former NSW Premier 
League Gold Medal winner Danny Macor will help, 
but the defence has had to do without Lee 
Pietrukowski and Young Socoeroo Nikolai Topor- 
Stanley a number of times. That has clearly weakened 
coach Chris Tanzey's effectiveness in dealing with the 
tough sides the club has faced so far. 

Absences of players aside, the completely new 
team Tanzey and Oscar Langone have had to assem- 
ble still look solid and should be able to make an 


impression very soon. 


‘Mike Katz and David Arranz come good the results 
‘should soon tum for the better. 


MANLY UNITED FC 


FORM DL LLL GOALS FOR 2 AGAINST 11 


The newly-named Manly United FC with two 
Friday night home games behind them and no wins to 
show for it, must regroup and try to arrest the slide that 
has seen a team which carried all before them during 
the Winter Super League, slump to the bottom of the 
heap. 


In scoring just two goals in five outings itis clear 
that the attack is firing blanks and the form of New 
Zealand international, the Super League's Golden 
Boot winner, Brent Fisher, must give most cause for 
concern, 

But Fisher needs support and itis not coming from 
‘midfield that was so dominant during the winter. 

The signing of Orhan Dincer could assist Fisher in 
his quest for goals, once the new combination starts to 
click. 

Some good results early in the New Year are on 
coach Phil Moss's wish list. Unless the team can find 
form quickly they will fast become favourites for the 
drop atthe end of the season. 


ABSW (@} 


2004: A YEAR OF CHANGE AND SURPRISES 


Written by Peter Damalas 


AAs the major football tournaments around 
the world yielded a whole range of shocks, 
upsets and surprises, the main theme of the 
year from an Australian perspective has cer 
tainly been change. 

From the moment Nick Mrdja scored the 
golden goal in the National Soccer League- 
grand final to bring that moribund competi- 
tion to its conclusion, constant tac has sur- 
rounded the future of the code, and whether 
tie new breed of leaders would be able to 
awaken the sleeping giant of the Australian 
sporting landscape Here is what transpiredin 
the football world this year: 


FAREWELL NSL, WELCOME 
A-LEAGUE 

The final NSL season can be politely 
described as nothing more than a two-horsed 
race, Eventual grand finalists Parramatta 
Power and Perth Glory had secured a stran- 
elehold on the playing talent yet to lave for 
greener pastures. While these two provided 
fireworks during their five encounters, there 
was little of no intrigue elsewhere in the 
competition. 

Tt was perhaps fitting that @ torrential 
downpour should mar the final match as a 
spectacle, and it was also fitting that the 
young striker Mrdja profited from an assist 
by legend Damian Mori. 

The team from the west were one of the 
advocates for change, while the Sydney club 
‘was on its last legs in any case. 

Frank Lowy and John O'Neill signalled 
their hardlined intentions early when they 
enforced a FIFA rule which prevented 
Socceroo striker Mark Viduka from playing 
for bis then club side Leeds United after he 
withdrew from national team duty. 

After much hype, the Hyundai A-League 
‘was launched with eight competing clubs, 
cone per city. The head. honchos spoke of 
‘modest starts’ and bandied about key words 
such as ‘sustainability’ and ‘viability’. 

‘The Sydney, Central Coast, Adelaide and 


Newcastle franchises made the most promis- 
ing starts to the player/coach recruitment 
campaign, the latter spurred on by the 
involvement. of Terry Venables, now 
revealed to be false. On the national teams 
front, the Socceroos commenced its World 
Cup campaign in a round-robin competition 
that produced a major surprise in the failure 
of traditional rivals New Zealand to progress 
to the next phase of competition. Instead, 
the plucky Solomon Islands outfit finished 
second and were promptly outplayed in the 
‘OFC Nations Cup final. 

‘The senior team played two friendlies in 
London against South Africa (1-0) and 
Norway (2-2), away to South American con- 
tenders Venezuela (1-1) as well as a two- 
‘match home series against the impressive 
‘Turkey side (1-3,0-1). 

National team coach Frank Farina made 
the tactical switch away from the tried-and- 
tested 4-4-2 into a more attacking 4-3-3 for- 
‘mation, given the creative midfield talents at 
his disposal. 

uropean based stars Marco Bresciano 
and Tim Cabill surpassed three time Oceania 
Player of the Year Harry Kewell in terms of 
‘importance to the Socceroo cause with their 
outstanding displays in the early and latter 
hhalves of the year respectively. 

And finally, a sad farewell was bid to 
‘Captain Socceroo’ Johnny Warren, who 
succumbed to cancer after a two-year strug- 
gle. He will be sorely missed by all who 


European crowned champions Greece shown celebrating thelr monumental win in Portugal 


nations- England, Italy, Spain, France, 
Germany and even the Netherlands had tour- 
naments to forget, and all but one have since 
parted with the coach. 

The superfit Greek squad showed that 
organisation and selfbelief cam indeed win 
the day. The Portuguese proved to be incred- 
ible hosts both on and off the pitch, and 
despite @ handful of organisational biccups, 
they well and truly put on a show to remem- 
ber. 


cenit ts was eae “Mixed fortunes then for the host nations 

of other events Tunisia won the African 

Nae Laster ae Nations Cup early in the year, helped along 
Thecisaddiouitabuetiie sutietomeall are oe eee eee 


story ofthe year- Greece's momentous victo- 
ry at Buro 2004, The Greek side- lead by 
German coach Otto Rehhagel and player of 
the tournament Theo Zagorakis- continually 
defied the odds and their illustrious oppo- 
nents, to cary off the biggest prize on offer. 

The tone was set in the opening match of 
an event characterised by the below-par per- 
formances of the supposedly superior 


Later in the year though, China's hosting 
of the Asian Cup was tarished by hooligans 
whose alfempts to unnerve and intimidate 
the defending champions and bitter rivals 
Japan symbolised one of the major issues 
effecting the sport- racism. Under the guid- 
ance of Brazilian great Zico, the Japanese 
deservedly won the tournament. 

World champions Brazil added to their 


dizzying array of achievements by reclaim- 
ing the Copa America crown from under 
Argentina's grasp. Superstar Adriano scored 
a superb stoppage time equaliser to send the 
final into a dramatic penalty shoot-out, and 
the seleceao- with a second string side-came 
‘out victorious. 

But Argentina coach Marcelo Bielsa 
would bow out a winner at the Olympic 
Games in Athens. His team did not concede 
a single goal on the way to the gold medal, 
while Carlos Tevez produced outstanding 
performances up front. 

The European club competitions pro- 
duced finals with a distinct south-western 
flavour, France, Spain and Portugal were 
represented in the Champions League and 
UEFA Cup deciders, The two southern 
French clubs Monaco and Marseille were 
dispatched by FC Porto and Valencia, whose 
respective coaches Jose Mourinho (Chelsea) 
and Rafacl Benitez (Liverpool) were lured 
by the English challenge, 

Under new management, the same two 


clubs shared the lesser trophies- Valencia 
‘won the European Supes Cup while FC Porto 
needed a controversial penalty shoot-out to 
defeat Copa Libertadores winners Once 
Caldas of Colombia- asother surprise pack- 
age- in the Toyota Cup. 

In domestic European football, the 
English, Italian and German leagues were 
decided well before the final round of match- 
cs. Arsene Wenger's Arsenal made history by 
recording an undefeated season, AC Milan 
romped home in the Scudetto race. while 
Werder Bremen cantered to the Bundestiga 
title. A catastrophic series of events left Real 
Madrid without silverware in Spain, Los 
Galacticos were overrun by the tightly knit 
squads of Valencia and Barcelona, for whom 

._ FIFA World Player of the Year Ronaldinho 
‘was the catalyst in their charge. a 

Meanwhile, long-time Ligue I pacesetters 
Monaco found the distraction of the 
Champions League too great, and they lost 
the French title to Olympique Lyonnais, their 
third consecutive championship, 


THINGS TO LOOK FORWARD TO IN 2005 


son. FIFA president. Sepp Blatter 
will be hoping that the likes of 
Brazil, Argentina, Greece and the 
others can produce a decent specta- 
cle, unlike the 2003 edition which 
tragically brought about the demise 
of Cameroon international Marc- 
Viviea Foe. 

Avstralia (not the Socceroos) 
will be playing much more regular- 
ly this year, with matches against 
South Aftica and Iraq already con- 
firmed, and other fixtures against 
Japan and possibly Colombia also 
to look forward to. 

This year will se the World Cup 
qualifiers decided- for South 
‘Ametican nations its the culmina- 
tion of just over three years of 
matches, while the Australian sup- 
porter will be prime for the tradi- 
tional teeth gnashing that is the 
feature of every pre-World Cup 


year. 
‘All aboard the A-League express: Messrs Lowy, O'Neill and Carroll are set for the bigbangin The two World Youth 
the newly revised Australian competition. ‘Championships will be played this 

the major continen- who meetin the opening fixture. _tion for the crucial World Cup qual- Hit Latta 
talfitles out of the way Under Jurgen Klinsmann, the fiers against the Solomon Jslands iS en 

for another four year German team are in desperate need and almost. certainly, a South i 2 


cycle, our attentions this year 
turn to deciding which of these 
winning nations will claim the 
Confederations 


cof some optimism ahead of the 
World Cup, and they will be using 
this event for some much required 
‘competitive match practice. 

For Frank Farina, the touma- 
meat will be used to help establish 
a battie- hardened unit in prepara- 


American nation fresh from their 
anno quiifng camps. 
But it will certainly be interest- 
ing to note how the competing 
nations in this controversial tourma- 
ment treat the event, which comes 
at the end of a gruelling club sea- 


tion set for Peru later in the year. 


‘on 2003 and to display the brightest 
talents that have been developed in 
‘Australia in the past two years. 
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What new names will emerge 
from these events? 

Certainly exciting times ahead. 

This coming year will be make 
or break for Australian football. 
The new A-League will kick-off, 
and supporter interest is sure to take 
hold inthe first months considering 
the absence of national level foot: 
ball in this country for practically 
all of last year. However, the real 
test will be once the novelty wears 
off and the league enters its third 
round of matches. 

Will the supporters keep com- 
ing? And how will the new hierar- 
chy deal with the salary cap issue 


with some — mouth-watering 
prospects: Chelsea v Barcelona, 
Juventus v Real Madrid, Milan v 
Manchester United, Inter v BC 


‘And it will only get better, with 
‘some of the lesser lights set to chal- 
Tenge the winners of these fixtures 
in the quarter and semi-finals. 

‘In the European leagues, most of 
the attention will be on the big 


domestic titles- the Premiership, La 
Liga, Lo Sendetto, Bundesliga and 
Le Championnat, 

‘Will Jose Mourinho claim the 
upper hand in the mental stakes as 
he seeks tooutwit Arsene Wenger, 
Alex Ferguson and the rest of the 
pack, to claim a first English cham- 
pionship for Chelsea in fifty years? 

‘Will Ronaldinho and co. inspire 
Barcelona to the Spanish champi- 
onship with their dazaling range of 
tricks and skills? 

‘Will Juventus and Milan contin- 
ve to go neck-and-neck for the 
Ttalian championship, and will Inter 
explode or implode after an ‘even- 
steven’ first half of the season? 

Will Schalke or Wolfsburg upset 
‘Bayern Munich as Werder Bremen 
did Tast season? 

Will Olympique Lyonnais con- 
tinve their relentless march towards 
a fourth straight championship in 
France? 

‘And finally, will the tiny Dutch 
club AZ Alkmaar prove that 
domestic football in the 
Netherlands is alive and well, and 
overcome the traditional domi- 
nance of PSV, Ajax and 
Feyenoord? 

‘ABSW will be there all the way 
to bring you all the stories in 2005! 
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STAR GAZING TO ASSIST JOEYS HOPEFULS 


Peter Damalas- 


fhe signing of Wade Oostendorp 
and Jacob Timpano by A-League 

lab Sydney FC signals a fresh 
move towards giving Australia's bright- 
est young talents more opportunities to 
show their wares in an cite competition. 
‘The current and former Australian 
‘Under-17s representatives have been recog- 
nised for their solid displays in national 
team colours and development under the 
New South Wales Insitute of Sport system. 
Head coach Kelly Cross believes thatthe 


full-time approach to youth development” 


Within the system has benefited the players 
‘under his umbrella. 

Six players from the NSWIS competed 
for the Joeys in their recent tour of the 
United States: Andrew Myles, Will Thom, 
Tayfin Buyukkopru, Brendan Maroney, 
Daniel Miller and Oostendorp, while Ben 
Vidaic was also selected but was unavail- 
able. 

"We train five to six times a week, 
including camp on Sunday when we train 
twice,” Cross said. 

On top of the physical demands, the 
youths are offered video analysis sessions, 
Where they are asked to consider diverse 
patterns of play from elite teams around the 
world 


"We might look at how Real Madrid 
play, or Holland or Arsenal. I also prepare 


Jovanovic signs for Perth| fag 


have followed the advice 


fof former Australian national coach 
Frank Arok and completed the sign- 
ing of 19-year-old Serbia and Montenegro 
Under-21 goalkeeper Milan Jovanovic. 
Although former Glory ‘keeper Jason 
Petkovic remains the club's number one target, 
the signing of Jovanovic assures quality 
between the posts regardless of Petkovics 
amtval. 


‘ew Sydney FC signing 

‘Alex Salazar has 

both Christmas 

and the New Year festive period 

to get in shape for preseason 
training. 


Sydney represents Salazar’s 
first pro contract after the 
Portland University graduate 
chose Australia's A-League over 
the USA's MLS SupetDraft, 

"I know I have to prove 
myself, and 1 have no problem 
with that. All I can say is give me 
a month, see how I'm doing, and 
then judge me on that." he told 
the Sydney Morning Herald. 

“If you want to describe: me as 
a Latin type of player, I'm OK 
with that. (US captain} Claudic 
Reyna is my role model, that's the 
sort of game I like - skills on the 
ball, getting box to box 


numerous DD's for the players to refer to. 
‘A certain move is displayed with text on the 
sereen explaining the move. It might 
involve a Ronaldo run or how Zidane posi- 
tions his body," Cross said. 

He believes that watching those at the 
top of the footballing tree adds to the leam- 
ing process and exposes them to the tech- 
nique and skills required to be a success in 
the game. 

"We want them to play the way the pro- 
fessionals play, We have been doing this 
kkind of work for about six years now," he 
said. 

Cross outlined the coaching structure at 
NSWIS, stating that the emphasis on play- 
er technique is necessary given the lack of 
attention given to children aged eleven to 
fourteen, a period most argue to be 
absolutely crucial to 2 player's develop- 
ment. 

"The year is divided into phases, or 
blocks of five-six months. First comes the 
foundation phase and then specific prepara- 
tion. The players don't have much time off 
as we are preparing for a tour of Europe in 
March, 

"We concentrate on aerobic condition 
early in the year, combined with bali work. 
‘We are not too heavy on fitness for fitness 
sake. Because there are two coaches the 
group of players are split into two, with 
emphasis on attacking and defending, and 
not general possession work," he said. 


‘The NSWIS website provides a list of 


the selection criteria. The Institute looks at 
areas including the core technical skills, 
understanding of the game; competitive- 
ness and an ability to “fit in" to the team. 
Cross argues that the difference between 
Australian and European standards is not 
the coaching personnel, but funding, 

"In Europe, the youngsters at Feyenoord. 
train six or seven times a week from about 
the age of twelve onwards, with specialist 
full-time coaches, and that is because they 
have money. If you look at the US, they 
prepare for events such as the Under-17s 
World Youth Championship] by keeping 
the squad in a full-time, live-in environ- 
‘ment for two years, and can therefore pro- 
duce players such as Landon Donovan and 
DeMarcus Beasley," he said. 

‘And while the A-League coaching 
debate continues to rage on, Cross believes 
that there certainly are good coaches in the 
country, but also said that bringing in 
coaches from overseas can prove benefi- 
cial. 

"The fact that we have good coaches 
here is proved by Emie Merrick, who has 
‘been working in youth development, and 
hhas been signed to the A-League. 

"But if you get the right overseas coach 
in the right role, there can be no argument. 
Gerard Houllier has the credentials to over- 
see an entire coaching structure with what 
he has done in France, while [ASA 


Manager of ‘Technical Support and 
Direction] Ron Smith is very qualified hav- 
ing run the Australian Institute of Sport for 
‘many years and then setting up the system 
in Malaysia,” he said, 

seas to report back on youth development 
programs, and establishing a national youth 
league competition are "brilliant concepts" 


op holes exposed 
in salary cap 


NSWIS Head Coach Kelly Cross has worked wonders with the squad's 
youth development 


Initiatives such as sending coaches over- 


position now," said Perth chairman Ni 

"We've got a player who can go to the next 
level.” 

Frank Arok recommended Jovanovic to 
Glory, sighting great potential talent. 

“Neyer in my life have I seen a kid as cool 
as him," he said. 

"I think he’s going to be something." 


Salazar ready for 
A-League 


"When [ used to bea striker, [= 
judged myself on how many 
‘goals Td score, Now I'm in mid- 
field, I just want to help the team 
win games, That's what I'm com- 
ing to Sydney for: to get results, 

“As for the US team, I didn't 
really develop into the player I 
am until the last couple of years, 
But my goal is to come to 
Sydney, make a name for myself, 
and hopefully get picked for the 
Olympic team going to Beijing, 
Sydney isa stepping stone; I'd be 
lying if I said I didn't want to end 
up in Eurcpe one day. 

"Soccer stopped being fun for 
me in the last couple of months, 
once I knew I'd be coming ont to 
Australia, That's when it started 
to feel like a job, because I knew 
T had something to play for, 1 
knew I had my first pro deal.” 


Primmed and poised for a memorable A-League:debut 
with Sydney FC will be U.S. Import Alex Salazar 
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which allows the $1.5 million limit to 
be exploited through sponsorship 
dollars. 

‘The Daily Telegraph reports that 
Perth Glory chaianan and Mr. Red 
Rooster Nick Tana along with his 
Melbourne Victory counterpart ‘Tony 
Ising, have urged the A-League to 


abolish the "service agreements" 
clause that covers off-field earings 
from Sponsors - sighting it as an easily 
exploitable loophole, 

"I have sought clarification from 
FFA on what is permissible and what 
isn't," said Tana. 

"Its far too subjective, I'd like to see 
service agreements done away. with 
and the salary cap lifted." 

"What's to stop me getting’ Red 


according to Kelly Cross, but lack of 
money remains an obstacle of herculean 


proportions. 

‘The NSWIS will be looking to continue 
its success in rearing future Australian rep- 
rescatatives at the Under-17 level, withthe 
World Youth Championship in Peru to look 
forward to next year. 


Rooster to sponsor five players to the 
tune of $100,000 each? They could 
simply go down and sign shirts outside 
‘ashop once a month, It's totally farci- 
ca? 


"For the benefit of all clubs we need 
to know what the demarcation lines 
are. It's certainly something Perth 
‘won't enter into unless it's genuine and 
justifiable." 

Isling weighed into the argument as 
speculation mounted that self-pro- 
‘chimed glamour club Sydney FC have 
already spent $1.8 million| of their cap 
with six players of their roster yet to be 
secured. { 

"[it] defeats the concept of the cap 
and spirit of the competition,’ said 


*We could also play Sydney's game 
but we won't seek to exploit loopholes 
because we're looking atthe long-term 


viability of the entire competition, not 


{just about trying to win the Jeague in 
year one.” 

‘Sydney chairman Walter Bugno has 
denied all accusations of illegalities. 

"We certainly won't be contravening 
any rules and won't be paying players 
money we don't have," he said. 

“Are there allowances for us to use 
them (service agreements)? Yes there 
‘are, Will we use them? Possibly we 
will.” 

"Player contracts contain stipula- 
tions for additional services such as 
holding clinics at schools. But they 
have to do some extra work for the 

"Everybody assumes there's all this 
money suddenly coming into the foot 
ball world. That's not necessarily the 

case,” 

Meanwhile, the Football Federation 
of Australia has replied saying a "zero 
tolerance” policy will be applied to all 
salary cap Violators. 


ABSW (%} 


Fever pitch hits the Central Coast Mariners 


By Ben Coonan 


even months out from the 

Hyundai A-League’s much 

anticipated kick off, excite- 
ment around the Central Coast’s 
sporting community has already 
come to a fever pitch. 

Not since fleeting appearances 
by Rugby League conglomerate 
the Northen Eagles has the coast 
been able to host a sporting entity 
with any real regularity. 

But in August 2005, the Central 
‘Coast Mariners will be met at their 
Gosford base with the voice of 
300,000 sports thirsty patrons suf- 
focating the picturesque lakeside 
backdrop of Central Coast Express 
Advocate Stadium. 

“Tell be a very exciting night, 1 
can’t wait!” said Mariners Chief 
Executive Lyall Gorman when 
asked to predict the Central 
Coast's debut on a national sport- 
ing stage. 

* can't see it being anything 
other than a full house. 

“[ believe that will happen, 
we're going to have amazing pro- 
motional support through the 
media and Key associations. pro- 
‘moting the game.” 

‘October’s confirmation of the 
Central Coast's place in the new 
Teague was met with rapturous 
approval from the coast’s over- 
whelming soccer community 
(there are more registered soccer 
players on the coast than any other 


transfer | 


‘The it hit back emplising Eich las 14 moat 


Jeft on his contract. 


sports combined). 

With their off-field infrastruc- 
ture in place and a healthy local 
supporter base waiting in the 
wings, the Mariners focus has 
quickly tumed to sculpting a com- 
Petitive on-field unit that would 
not just give the people of the 
Central Coast their own team, but 
team they could watch achieve, 

For Mariners head coach 
‘Lawrie McKinna, it’s a case of so 
far, so good. 


CentRar coact 


Last week, McKinna added 
youth international Nigel 
Boogaard to his fourteen strong 
playing roster, one which rivals 
any other assembled in the A- 
‘League thus far. 

“When we started and we got 
(Andre) Gumprecht and (Tom) 
Pondeljak and obviously we were 
looking okay,” said MeKinna, 

“Then we got (Noel) Spencer, 
(Alex) Wilkinson, (Matthew) 
Osman, (Paul) O'Grady and 
(Michael) Beauchamp and you're 
getting the backbone of your 


said. 


offer from his Turkish club 
and will weigh up the pros 
and cons of both deals, his 
manager Simmon Sardelic 


McKinna’s most prized’ coup 
arrived last week when he secured 
the signature of | NSL 
Championship er and 
Swedish based marksman Nick 
Mrdja, who had also been targeted 
by local rivals Sydney FC and 
Newcastle United Jets 

Mrdja was joined by Cypriot 
bor but Irish youth international 
Wayne O'Sullivan, coast local 
Andrew Clark and Blacktown City 
custodian John Cravley. 

With only six spots remaining 
in the Mariners line up, McKinra 
is contented with what is at his dis- 


‘Getting Mrdja up front, 
ndrew) Clarkey’s a good utility, 

just gives us great cover all over 
the park,” said McKinna. 

“A lot of the boys can cover 
three or four different roles, which 
I think is important when you've 
‘gota squad of 20.” 

Gorman echoes McKinna’s sen- 
timents when analysing the 
Mariner’s playing stocks, 

“If there were six players play- 
ing in Australia that clubs could 
have signed, then Gumprecht, 
Pondeljak and Mrdja would haye 
‘been three of them,” said Gorman. 

“I think that’s a tremendous 
affirmation for belief in the coast, 
belief in the league and belief in 
‘our coaches. 

“T think we'll have an outstand- 
ing squad that won’t just be com- 


Jason 


approached, 
Australian 


League. 


Petkovic, who plays for > 

Turkish, club to wait 
> who Crunch time must 

amived in Pecth last come soon, though, 
‘Week stated that he as the Glory pull 
Will meet Tana over together their squad_ 
the new year's period for the first season 
regarding a possible *\ of the new league, 
Tetum to the Glory. "It has, to be done very 

Butthe 32-year-old former quickly," Tana said. "If we 
Australian intemational is can't come to an agreement 
also likely to have a renewed then we have to move on, 


Jason." 


Petkovic was one of the 
first players the 


Association revealed details 

Tana has made no seeret of of the new Hyundai A- 
his desire to re-sign the for- 
mer Glory custodian and will 
step up his bid over the next 
few days. 


But Petkovie was not pre- 
pared to make a decision until 


‘There are about four other 


goalkeepers who could do the 
job, but our first choice is 


petitive, but extremely competi- 
tive, we'll be a very sericus player 
in this league,” 

Next on the agenda for 
McKinna is fulfilling his two 
remaining under 20 spots, as well 
as securing the services of three of 
his former Northem Spirit com- 
panions — Adam Kwasnik, Stewart 
Petrie and John Hutchinson. 

On the under 20 front, 
Blacktown City winger and Young 
Socceroo Chris Tadrosse is in the 
frame, so to goalkeeper Danny 
Vukovic, who is another in the 
current Young Socceroo picture, 

Off the field, Gorman is hopeful 
the club will have its logo finalised 
in the not too distant future, 

“We're in the process of finalis- 
ing and agreeing the logo,” said 
Gorman. 


“There may be some adjust- 
ments done, we're still taking 
some community advice on it, at 
this stage, we may well go into the 
community an seek further re- 
enforcement of what we believe to 
te the right one,” 

One issue not up for debate is 
that of the club name, which was 
mooted as a possibility to change 
from the Mariners, 

“Absolutely!” said Gorman 
when asked if the Mariners is the 
name to be affixed 10 Central 
Coast. 

“We couldn't rid of the 
Mariners, it’s been adopted up 
there everywhere I go. 


PERTH SEEK TO SIGN PETKOVIC 
Getak 


New Years gift to 
Perth Glory fans if chair- 
‘man Nick Tana has his way. 


Glory 
«the 
Soccer 


after 


SEASON 
2002/03 


Former Parramatta Power keeper Danny Vukovic Is being 
circled by the Mariners 

“That will be it for sure. True to the preliminary logo 
Consider that done, again we that circulates around Internet cir- 
might confirm that in the commu- cles, the Mariners will play in 
nity, but Td be very surprised if it indicative coastal colours blue, 
gets changed, I don’t believe it gold and white. 
is 


SA. 
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Jason Petkovic: Perth Glory are keen on re-signing the custodlan’s service: 


Countdown to 2005 Adelaide International Challenge 


ne of the most exciting aspects of the 2005 
International Challenge will be the 
tremendons array of international stan- 
dard matches-to be played during the toarna- 
ment from January 2-8 2005, 

Tn unprecedented circumstances, there will be 4 
high quality international fixtures to be played on 
the opening day of the tournament. 

All teams will feature, with the opening match to 
be between Team SA and Malaysia Select which 
kicks off at 2pm, followed by AC Milan and Tokyo 


Verdy 1969 at 4 pm, then Aston Villa against last 
years finalists AIS, and finishing off the night will 
be Spain's Barcelona against Dinamo Zagreb. 
During the week on Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, there will be at least 2 games per night 
with Thursday featuring 3 games. In addition, there 
will be a game scheduled for Victor Harbor/Port 
Elliot, which will fearure Barcelona against Team 


To finish off the tournament on Saturday January 
8, there will be 3 games commencing with a playoff 


for Sth and 6th at 2pm, followed by the playoff for 
3rd and 4th at 4pm and the final to commence at 
6pm. Inall, over the six days there will be 15 games 
played. 

Considering the amount of games on offer, the 
ticket pricing represents great value for money and 
is an affordable family day out for the school holi- 
days. For instance on Sunday January 2 with 4 
‘games on offer and the price of an adult admission 
only $20, this equates to a mere $5 per game. 
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‘Aston Villa 1 Blackbur 0, Bolton 1 West Bromwich 4, 
Chariton 1 Arsenal 3, Fulham 3 Crystal Palace 1, 
Liverpool 0 Chelsea 1, Manchester City 2 
Southampton 1, Middlesbrough 0 Manchester Utd 2, 
Newcastle Utd 2 Birmingham 1, Portsmouth 1 Norwich 


PWODLE A Pts 
21164 4 «418 62 
21145 2 51 23 47 
21127 2 33 13 43 
21124 5 25 22 40 
21105 6 34 26 35 
21104 7 42H 
219 5 7 2 21 32 
29 4 8 2 31 3t 
217 7 7 23 24 2B 
217 6 8 26 22 27 
217 6 B 25 28 27 
216 8 7 24 23 26 
216 7 8 33 39 2 
216 6 9 27 30 24 
216 3 12 25 36 21 
213 108 19 33 19 
212 109 18 37 16 
21.3 6 12 21 34 15 

34 14 

43 


Derby 0 Cardiff City 1, Ipswich 0 West Ham 2, 
Gillingham 0 Reading 0, Leeds Utd 0 Crewe 2, Notts 
Forest 1 Stoke 0, Preston NE 3 Sunderland 2, QPR 0 
Brighton & Hove 0, Rotherham 1 Coventry 2, Sheffield 
0 Wigan Ath 2, Watford 1 Millwall 0, Wolverhampton 1 
Plymouth 1, Bumley vs Leicester — Suspended. 


n 
> 
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Ipswich 
Wigan 
Sunderland 
Reading 
West Ham 
Sheff Utd 
Milwall 


RYESUSSRVVPRSSSRBSRRSsygy 
BSESLERSVIVSVSSSRERLKARRSS 


PWODL F A Pts 

2165 4 45 26 53 

2172 6 5) 92 53 

25137 5 38 32 45 

24125 7 42 31 4 

25125 8 35 33 41 

B17 7 43 

2124 9 40 37 4) 

2109 6 45 33 33 

25 11 4 10 30 38 37 

25 105 10 40 36 35 

259 8 8 30 28 35 

ley 258 9 8 35 30 33 
Huddersfield 99 6 10 37 34 33 
Doncaster 28 9 8 3 37 B 
Oldham 259-5 11 39 40 32 
Walsall 258 8 9 36 41 2 
ck 248 6 10 3 30 
Port Vale 259 2 14 B38 
Torquay 26 8 11 9 40 B 
lackpool 26 7 125 37 B 
Mitton Keynes Dons 25.5 7 13 90 46 22 
Peterborough 255 6 14 27 34-21 
Wrexham 28 7 10 2 41 21 
Stockport 254 5 16 2 51 17 


LIVERPOOL 


CHELSEA . 
ea, midfielder Joe Cole ian Chelsea firm- 
on course for the title with a deflected late 
winner at Anfield, The England midfielder’s blast 
‘wrong-footed Jerzy Dudek after striking the legs of 
Jamie Carragher. 


Liverpool, who had won their previous three 


games, gave the league leaders a stern examination. 
They had strong penalty claims turned down late in 
the first half but failed to create enough clear-cut 
openings. 


FULHAM ...2eeeeee ead 


CRYSTAL PALACE .....1 
goals from striker Andrew Cole eased the 
pressure on Fulham boss Chris Coleman 
asPalace extended their winless run to 11 matches. 
‘Andy Johnson's 1th league goal of the season, 
from a 35th-minute penalty, cancelled out Cole's 
‘opener but goals after the break from Cole and 
Tomasz Radzinski condemned Palace to another 
defeat and left them in deep relegation trouble, 


ASTON VILLA 


BLACKBURN 

Nolberto Solano coisnesi Rovers to 

defeat with a winner two minutes from time, 
giving Villa their first win in six league games. 


BOLTON ......0e00004 
WBA ose cce reece econ nll 


cttom side Albion were set to record their first 
‘win since Bryan Robson took charge until El 
Hadji Diouf saved Wanderers from a seventh 
straight defeat. 
‘The Senegal international netted five minutes 
from time to cancel out Zoltan Gera's 13th-minute 
strike. 


CHARLTON . 
ARSENAL 


season and had 
to battle hard again to 
take home the points fo 
keep up the pressure on 
leaders Chelsea. 
Fredrik Ljungberg's 
opener was cancelled 
out by a thunderous free 
kick on the stroke of 
halftime by Moroccan 
defender Talal El 
Kurkouri, But the 
Sweden international 
finished off a 
move to put Arsenal 
back in front before 
Dutchman Robin van 
Persie added athird. 


MANCHES- 
TER CITY ... 
2 


SOUTHAMPTON .......1 
ity secured their first home win over Saints for 
more than seven years to keep Hany 

Redknapp still seeking his first win since taking 

over on the south coast. 

Goals from Dutch midfielder Paul Bocvelt and 
England winger Shaun Wright-Phillips, with a 
thumping 30-metre shot, put Kevin Keegan's side 
in control before Kevin Phillips replied with a 
stoppage-time penalty. 


NEWCASTLE UTD ......2 


BIRMINGHAM CITY ....1 
rewcastle eared their first victory since the 
‘end of November to halt Birmingham's fout- 

win sequence, 

Shula Ameobl headed home: Cri Bellamy’ 
cross and Lee Bowyer made it 2-0 at the break. 

Emile Heskey's fine finish on 64 minutes proved 
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Chelsea's Didler Drogba (left) takes a shot as Porlsmouth's Andy Grifn closes in 


FIXTURES 


‘Tuesday, December 28, 2004 


only a consolation, 


PORTSMOUTH .. ead 


NORWICH CITY .. P| 
attling City had to be content with a point, 
despite having defender Marc Edworthy sent 

Off after just five minutes at Fratton Park for haul- 

ing down Diomansy Kamara. 

Damien Francis gave Norwich the lead four 
minutes later but Pompey secured a point through 
Yakubu Aiyegbeni's 61st-minute penalty. The 
Nigerian kept his cool to score after he was twice 
ordered to re-take his spot kick. 


Birmingham City’s Emile Heskey holds off Fulham's Zat Knight. 


TOTTENHAM .... 


EVERTON .. 
ppurs have never lost to Everton in the Premier 
League and that record was never threatened as 

the Merseyside club had their Champions League 

pretensions shattered at White Hart Lane, 
Dean Mamey (two), Reto Ziegler, and Pedro 

‘Mendes netted their first goals for Spurs with 

Robbie Keane adding his sixth of the season. 


MIDDLESBROUGH .. 
MANCHESTER UTD 
ited kept Chelsea and Arsenal in 
top with a methodical win atthe Riverside, 
Goals in each half from Darren Fletcher, who 
tapped into an empty net after nine minutes, and 
Ryan Giggs gave United their eighth win in nine 
games. 


Bolton 


Man City 
Middlesbrough 
Tottenham 


Liverpool 
Aston Villa 


Manchester United's Paul Scholes (left) 
pressures Aston Villa's Juan Pablo Angel. 


Blackburn 
Everton 


2o0 


JOB’S FUTURE 
SAFE AT BORO 


ited 


forward 
Joseph-Desire Job 
has been told to for- 
get any plans he has to leave 
Middlesbrough after the 
Cameroon international 
struck twice within a matter 
of minutes to secure a win 
over Norwich last week. 
Job has become: increas- 
ingly unhappy at being con- 
fined to a cameo role, and 
fears he may have to leave to 
find regular first team foot- 
ball as he struggles to find a 
way past manager Steve 
MoClaren's preferred forward 
pairing of Jimmy Floyd 


the third consecutive home 


game. 

‘McClaren, after a deserved 
‘wnat the Riverside, said: "It 
was a big.game for Joe 
because he's not had many 
chances this season, but he's 
always done very well when 
called upon, 

"Hle got his chance when 
the pressure was on and-he's 
delivered to show how impor- 
tanthe isto us." 

Boro strengthened their 
‘grip on fifth place to remain 
‘on target to beat their best 
Premiership finish of ninth 
almost six years ago, as last 


Hasselbaink and Australia season's League Cup winners 
ace Mark Viduka, rounded-off a highly success- 
¥ However, the former Lens ful 2004 in winning style, 
pa. forward made the most of a. MeClaren added: "Is been 
= ante léc rare start inthe absence ofthe @ great year for us and only 
be ste Job (pictured) thet he hes a fufora injured Viduka to underline ime wil elif we ean conin- 


at Middlesbrough despite the striker’s desire to 


Jeave the club. 


his claims for a greater 
involvement by scoring for 


ue our improvement in 2005, 


Conflicted lialian PM 
relinquishes Milan 


‘talian Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi has stepped down as 
president of AC Milan to comply 
with a new law on conflicts of interest, 

Berlusconi has been Milan's president 
since 1986, cheering them on to 
European Cup glory on four occasions, 
most recently in 2003, and seven domes- 
tic league titles, 

But he also criticised current coach 
Carlo Ancelotti’s tactics, forcing changes 
from the stadium box and from in front 
of his television. 

"Of course I'm sad. I'm very sad,” 
Berlusconi told reporters in Rome. 
Asked to rank his sadness on a 

scale from 1-10, Berlusconi 
replied: "Eleven". 

"In any case, in the years I've 
been president, I've won more 
than anybody else in the world - 
~ in international championships, 
that is,” he added. 

‘A new law designed to 
resolve the clash between 
Berlusconi's political power and 
his sweeping business empire 
was passed in July and was 
widely expected to force the bil 
Tionaire businessman out of the 
Milan president's seat. 

Club captain Paolo Maldini 
told Gazzetta dello Sport: "It will 
hhave been a very painful deci- 
sion for Berlusconi even if step- 
ping down as president does not 
mean abandoning the team com- 
pletely. Tam sure he will always 
be close to us. 

"For Berlusconi, Milan is not 


company to make money but 


an affair of the heart.” 

But opposition politician Sandro 
Batisti from the centre-left Margherita 
patty said: "Berlusconi's resignation is a 


farce at the end of a comedy and the” 


clearest proof thatthe conflict of interest 
law is a failure and can have no real 
effect on the premier’ personal interests 
‘hich remain firmly in bis hands.* 

Ina statement, the club said the pres 
deccy would remain vacant for the time 
being. 

‘An Italian newspaper earlier reported 
that Berlusconi would hand the presiden- 
cy on to his son Piersitvio, the deputy 


Silvio Berlusconi: The Itallan Primer Minister 
has been forced to relinquish his ‘other’ post as 


president of AC Milan. 


chairman of Berlusconi's media empire 
Mediaset. 

‘After taking over in 1986, Berlusconi 
transformed a strugeling club, appoint- 
ing Amigo Sacchi as coach and paying 
for three Dutch imports -- Marco Van 
Basten, Ruud Gullit and Frank Rijkaard - 
= who would make Milan probably the 
most admired club in world football at 
the time, 

Milan won the league in 1988, quali- 
fying them for the following season's 
‘European Cup - which they went on to 
win and then retain in 1990, botk times 
adding the Intercontinental Cup. 

Sacchi eventually made way for 
Febio Capello, among. others, 
while on the playing front, Milan 
ccotild count on some of Italy's best 
players such as Franco Baresi, 
Maldini and Roberto Baggio. 
Current coach Ancelotti won two 
) European Cups as a player. 

Leading foreigners such as 
Montenegrin playmaker Dejan 
Savicevic, Liberian striker George 
‘Weah, French defensive midfield- 
et Marcel Desailly and more 
recently Ukrainian striker Andrei 
Stevchenko, just voted European 
Feotballer of the Year, and Brazil's 
Kaka also added world-class qual- 
ity to Milan sides: 

Earlier this month Prime 
Minister Berlusconi escaped con- 
Viotion in a long corruption trial 
afier a court invoked a stante of 
limitations thar meant time kad run 
ut to sentence him for bribery, 


COLOMBIAN 
COACH STABLE 
AFTER SHOOTING 


clombian coach Luis 
( Fernando Montoya, 

who turned little- 
known provincial club 
Once Caldas into South 
American champions, was 
in stable condition, nearly a 
week after being shot and 
Teft quadriplegic in a rob- 


Doctors said the 47-year- 
ld, who resigned immediate- 
ly afier Caldas lost on 
penalties to Porto in the 
World Club Cup earlier this 
‘month, was stil on respirato- 
ry support. 

"He is stable, his neurolog- 
ical state is exactly the 
same... from the pulmonary 
point of view we have not 
hhad any additional complica- 
tion," neuro-surgeon Ignacio 
Gonzales told reporters. 

Montoya was shot near his 
home in the small town of 
Caldas near the city of 
Medellin after he tried to 
defend his wife Adriana from 
robbers who trailed her after 
she withdrew cash from an 
AIM. 

Four people, including two 
women suspected of being 


accomplices, have been 
amrested, 
Gonzalez said that 


Montoya was conscious, 
calm and able to co-operate 
with doctors, 

Montoya took over at 
Once Caldas, who are based 
in the Andean city of 


Luis Fernando Montoya: The former coach South 


alent of the Champions 
League, in July, 

Their dream of becoming 
unofficial world champions 
was shattered when they lost 
to Buropean champions Porto 
8-7 on penalties after a goal- 
less draw in Japan on 
December 12, 


led the previously unfashion- 
able outfit on an unprecedent- 
ed run of success. 

‘They won the Colombian 
Apertura championship in the 
first half of last year and sur- 
passed all expectations by 
winning the Libertadores 
Cup, South America's equiv- 


ROMARIO REJECTS 
RETIREMENT RUMOURS 


lormer Brazil striker 
Romario said he was 
considering a poss 
ble return to his first club 
Vasco da Gama despite a 
newspaper report that he 
had decided to retire, 
"I want to make it quite 
clear that T'm not going to 
stop playing," Romario told 


reporters, 

"AIL said was that I did- 
nt really feel like playing. 
Tye got an offer from Vasco 
and Il see what Tim going to 
do." 

Romatio, 38, was sacked 
by Fluminense in October. 

The Rio de Janeiro news- 
paper O Globo ran a report 
last week briefly quoting 
Romario as saying that he 
had decided to end his 
careee 


Fluminense fired 


Romario after a season dur- 
ing which he struggled for 


‘match fitness and repeatedly 
clashed with his coaches. 


Brazilian legend Romario has denied reports he 
was set to wave goodbye to his football career. 
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FIFA WORLD 
RANKINGS 


Rank Team Pts: 
1 . 843 
2e 792 
$ 785 
: : BERKOVIC 
5 5 
e 758 
7 753 
: CLOSES DOOR 
a7 
Ath te 
726 
76 esar Luis Menotti, Central just over two years Argentine and Fiorentina for- N ISRAEL 
75 the chain-smoking ago. ward Daniel Bertoni, who 
mH coach who led Independiente, who have took over in August follow- 
m Argentina to their first struggled since winning the ing the death of Jose "Pato" 
708 World Cup victory in 1978, Apertura championship in Pastoriza but resigned less RET RN 
701 hhas taken over for a third 2002, chose Menotti after than four months later. 
stint at Independiente. ‘unsuccessful approaches to Youth team coach Pedro 


Tim returning to a place former Argentina coach ~Monzon had been in charge 
for which I have great affec- Daniel Passarella, 1986 on an interim basis forthe last 
tion," the 66-year-cld told World Cup striker Jorge month. 
reporters after agreeing terms Burruchaga and 1978 World "Its been. a cruel year for 
with the club. ‘Im very Cup midfielder Americo Independiente,” said Menott. 
happy." Gallego, Since the 1978 World Cup, 

Menotti, known as El They finished 15th in the Menotti has coached the 
Flaco (The Thin Man) hasnot Apertura championship held Mexican national team, 
coached since being fired by inthe second half of 2004, Argentine clubs Boca Juniors 


qseeeeee 


provincial club Rosario Menotti replaced former twice and River Plate once, < ; =. 
Uruguay's Penarcl, Italy's Z ee | 
Sampdoria and Spain's | Jsrae! midfielder Eyal Berkovic has threatened his 
Barcelona. national team by saying he will never play under 
Menoti, an exponent of national coach Avraham Grant. 
attacking football, has been midfielder Eyal Berkovic says he will 
credited with revolutionising never play for Israel under coach Avraham Grant. 
Argentine football during the Berkovic, who has represented his country 82 times, 


1970s but his magic touch | was axed by Grant before the World Cup qualifying cam- 
appears to have faded in the | jai 
last few years. 


sign. 
"Tam not going back to play for Isel.1 have been pen- 
He lasted only seven bee Le psec i ae 


. sioned off,” Berkovic said ina television interview on Tsrae’s 
Cote divoire ‘months at Sampdoria in 1997 | Channel Five. "It's over. As long as Avraham (Grant) is there, 
 dordan and eight months in | its over" 
‘Stovenia Independiente in 1999, Grant has, however, said the door is not permanently 
Finkand His next job was at | closed for the 32-year-old. 
a) : > Central, the club where he | Jerael are level on points with European qualifying Group 
of Chain-smoking coach Cesar Luis Menotti, who led —_beganhis playing career more | Four Jeaders Ireland and France and are still in contention for 
Serbia Argentina to World Cup glory in 1978, will than 40 years ago, in 2002 | 3 place in the 2006 World Cup finals. 
commence his third stint as coach of where he was in charge for 
Independiente. five months 


pri 


SOFT PENALTY FOR 


DEADLY TACKLE 


Indian goalkeeper runs nti] the end of The incident led to a 
was banned for February. The match referee national uproar with Demy 
three months for was also suspended for not officials and the media eri 

fouling — Brazilian-born booking Pal and for not cising Pal and blaming the 

striker Cristiano Janior, pamptly calling for the yeni for the ey in | /Srael coach Avraham Grant: has offered'Berkovic 

who then collapsed on the — ambulance, taking Junior to hospital. an olive branch and a return to the national team. 

field and later died. 
Dempo FC stiiker Junior 


fell unconscious after being 
hit in the face by Subrata Pal 
while scoring his second 


goal in the 2-0 victory aver 
Calcutta's Mobun Bagan in 


the Federation Cup final on 
December 5. 
The post mortem report 
seid Junior had suffered a 
rene cies G: se p pe zoneand out of the UEFA 


pega 


i 
i 


epee 


iii 


: é dopulo, who Ci 
Sa CUE ee Se tet) Tae eegaacal 
inention of hurting Junior |! five months earlier this Papadopulo took Siena 
Sion” All Inia, Footbal {| 222" after an investigation into Serie A forthe first 
ame ‘ball J) into gambling related time in 2003 before he left 
Federation (AIFF) discipli- 1! tratch-fixing, hus been the club in May. 
nary committee chairman |! sopointed as coach of — The Italian Football 
straggling Serie A side League banned him in 
Lazio, ‘August for five months 
Papadopulo replaces after their investigation 
Mimano Caso after Lazio's into match fixing Six play- 


SAARRVAAISSSRRAe 


SURRSERRLARSSERER AERA ERRIVIRERSERREERMORAS ES TAARARESRASAAAS 


B 
I 


Hardev Jadeja told Reuters. 
"We decided to treat him 

leniently as he is a young 

player. We felt he only needs 


4 cooling period." disappointing start to the ers from Ttaly's top two  SiUSePpe Papadopulo: Making a retu to Serie A 


ll 
ry 


Pal, 20, was not booked at 
the time but was later sus- 
pended by the AIFF. His ban 


7 us coach of Lazio just months after a five month 
season which has left them divisions. were also. 
jut =the ebeaals Ren aa renson cn kite amine Felaied 
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CHAMPIONS 


LEAGUE 


CHAMPIONS LEAGUE - First 
Knockout Stage 

Real Madrid ys 
Porto vs Inter Milan 
Barcelona vs Chelsea 
Werder Bremen ys Lyon 
Liverpool ys Bayer Leverkusen 
PSV Bindhoven vs AS Monaco) 
Manchester United ys AC Milan 
Bayern Munich) ys Arsenal 


Juventus 


First Knockout Stage 
First leg ~ February 22-23 

Second leg - March 8-9 

Not: Inter Milan will play the second leg of 
their tie on March 15. 


Quarter-finals 
Firsi leg - April 5.6 
Second leg - April 12-13 


Semi-finals 
Fitst leg ~ April 26-27 
Second leg - May 3-4 


Final: 
May 25, Istanbul 


UEFA CUP - FIRST KNOCK- 
OUT STAGE 


Graz AKvs 
Heerenveen 
Basel vs Lille 

Parma ys VIB Stuttgart 

Sporting Lisbon vs-_—“Feyenoord 
Alemania Aachen ys—-AZ Alkmaar 
Austria Vienna Vs Athletic Bilbao 
Partizan Belgrade vs Dnipro 


Middlesbrough 
vs Newcastle United 


Valencia vs Steaua Bucharest 
Ajax Amsterdam vs AJ Auxerre 
CSKA Moscow —vs._—_—Benfica 
Fenerbahce ys Real Zaragoza 
Panathinaikes vs Sevilla 
Shakhtar Donetsk vs Schalke O4 
Olympiakos ys Sochaux 
Dynamo Kiev vs Villarreal 

First Knockout Stage 


First leg - February 16-17 
Second leg - February 24 


Second Knockont Stage 
First leg - March 10 
Second leg - March 16-17 


Quarter-finals 
First leg ~ April 7 
Second leg - April 14 


Semi-finals 
First leg - April 28 
Second leg - May S 


Final 

May 18, Lisbon 
BELGIAN JUPILER LEAGUE 

POWODLEA Pts 
‘Club Brugge 17 14.2 1 459 44 
2anderiecht 16 42 1 3 35 16 37, 
Bcharlerol 47 10 3 4 26 19.33 
4AAGent 17 10 2 8 31 22 32 
Sstandard 47 § «35 28 2030, 
Genk 7 8 6 3 251730 
Ta louviere 47 9 2 6 2817 29 
aulerse 77 3 7 34:28:24 
QWesterlo 17 7 2 8 17 27 28 
‘AOlokeren 17 6 5S 6 1821.23 
ViBeveren 47 6 4 7 25 22 22 
4MMouscron 17 6 3 8 25 2221 


‘erugge 17 
14Genal Behot 17 
45Sirt-Trulden 17 
16Brussels 47. 
17Oostende 17 
18Mons 16 


DUTCH EREDIVISE 


Pp 
aakmaar 17 
2PSv 7 
3Ajax 7 
Feyenoord 17 
sHeerenveen 17 
6utrecht 47 
7itesse 47 
BRoda 7 
SNAC 7 
10Willem 47 
‘VWaalwilk 47 
12Groningen 47 
43Twente 17 
44NEC v7 
15Den Haag 17 
46Den Bosch 47 
47Roosendaal 17 
18De Grfschap 17 


FRENCH LIGUE 4 


Pp 
atyon 19 
aulle 19 
Sauxerre 19 
4Monaco 19 
SMarseille 19 
éToulouse 19. 
7Bordeaux 19 
8Sochaux 19 
gstetienne 19 
10PSG 19 
11Nice 19 
‘12Lens 19 
1BRennes 19 
1aMetz 19 
‘15strasbourg 19 
16Caen 19 
47Nantes 19 
reBastla «19 
‘sAjaccio 19 
2olstres 19 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Pp 
‘Bayern 17 
aschalke 17. 
3stuttgart 17 
Wolfsburg 17 
SBremen 17 
‘Hertha 7 
7Hannover 17 
Sleverkusen 17 
Hamburg 17 
10Amminla 17 
‘Mainz 17. 
‘2Namberg 17 
43Kaislautem 17 
14Dortmund 17 
15MOn/dbach 17 
yeBochum = 17 
47Hansa 47> 
48Frelburg 17 
HELLENIC NATION: 
Pp 
‘A0lymplacos 13 
2PAO 13 
3AEK 3 
4Xanthi B 
SHalkidona 13 
6Egaleo 13 
‘7xallithea 13 
80FI 8 
SPanionios 13 
4OPAOK 8 
‘lonikos «13 
‘irakils 13 
Baris 18 
1akerkira. 15 
4SErgotells 13 


‘6Kalamarlas 43 


oe re 


33 


AN BBeaUaUaaaVaVeVcaas 


SUT eee aaaonwce]s = 


URW RMR ee RHO 


WAAKHMO RWS RVRSRo RO 


PNUVKU ABR ROU MOnWO 


9 26 
10 16 
917 
1116 
115 
1214 


LF 
1 44 
4 42 
2 4 
4 42 
5 30 
5 2 
6 28 
5 32 
6 27 
7 22 
6 24 
8 2a 
9 19 
8 20 
24 
10 
”7 
v7 


3B 
26 
32 
32 
36 
28 
24 
28 
30 
19 
24 
28 
22 
7 
20 
23 
10 13 
10 14 


LEAGUE 


F 
7 
23 
20 
7 
5 
" 
8 
19 
a 

16 
10 
B 
10 
10 
12 
8 


MOV a VoMMaaNnuwonar 


43 20 
27 
2716 
3414 
358 
346 


A Pts 
42 42 
40 42 
47:37 
23H 
28 28 
19 28 
23 27 
26 26 
33 26 
25 22 
23 24 
33-19 
5 18 
2417 
2815 
439 

45 8 

438 


A Ps 
8 39 
"36 
19:32 
18 30 
18-29 
7B 
10 27 
19 27 
19 26 
22 26 
25 25 
20 24 
23 23 
26 23 
2519 
30 19 
22 18 
2517 
2316 
231 


A Pts 
20 34 
21 34 
19 34 
26 30 
19 
15 28 
16 28 
25 26 
25 25 
23 28 
27-22 
2621 
261 
22 18 
3017 
3514 
36 11 
3a 1 


A Pts 
7 30 
7 29 
9 27 
45 
1” 
10 
19 
18 
2 
19 
7 
8 
4 
7 
23 
” 


PORTUGUESE SUPER LIGA. 


Pp 
Porto 14 
2Benfica = 15 
‘BBoavista 15 
aBraga 15 
Ssporting 14 
Gsetbal 4 
Tieiria 14 
BRoAVe = 14 
martimo 13, 
‘10Guimarases 14 
‘11Belenenses 14 
42Penaflel 15, 
‘BEstorll = 14 
‘aBelra-Mar 14 
45Gil Vicente 14 
‘A6Morelrense 15, 
47Nacional 14 
‘eAcadémica 14 


HUNK RTTAARAVIVe De < 
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SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pp 
Celtic 19 
Rangers 19 
Aberdeen 19 
Hibemian 19 
Motherwell 19 
Hearts 18 
Kilmamock 19 
Inverness CT 19 
Dunfermiine 13 
Dundes 19 
Dundee Uta 19 
Uvingston 18 


UO RE ONANWeSNO 


" 
" 
10 
“ 


FA Pts. 
208 28 
23 16 26 
18 16 27 
20 12 26 
29:17 25 
19 16 23 
17:14:24 
19 17 20 
15 13 20 
13:12:15 
25 21 18 
17:29:17 
17:19:15 
17:28:13 
15 18 13 
14:28 12 
14-20 12 
Bm 


16 3015 


ENGLISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE 2 


Pp owWwOD 
Scunthorpe 24 14 7 
Yeovil 24 144 
Swansea 24 14:3 
Southend 24 11 5. 
Macclesfield 24 11 5 
Northampton 25 10 7 
Rochdale 24 10 5 
Leyton Orient 24 8 10 
Wycombe 24 97 
Dartington 24 9 6 
Cheltenham 24 8 9 
Lincoln city 23 8 8 
Boston Utd 23 8 8 
Bristol Rovers 24.7 44 
Mansfield = 23 87 
Bury 23709 
Grimsby = 24.7 9 
Oxford Utd 28.7 6 
Chester mas on 
Rushden 245. 
Notts County 25 6 6 
Shrewsbury 23 5 7 
Kidderminster 24.5 5 
Cambridge Uta2s3 3B 
ITALIAN SERIE A 

PWD 
Juventus 1612: 
‘milan 16 10 5 
Budnese «= 16 «94 
ainter Milan 16 4 42 
SPalermo 16 «6 «6 
6sampdora 16 7 3 
Roma 165 5 
BFlorentina 16 5 7 
scala 16 «4 
‘oLecce 65 6 
‘thievo 16 55S. 
‘uvomo 16 5S. 
‘Reggina «16 «54 
1dMessina 15 8G. 
‘1Blazio 645 
16Brescla 16 «52 
‘Bologna «16-44 
18Siena 627 
j9Pama 16-2 «6 
20Atalanta «15 «0 7 
ITALIAN SERIE B 

Pp WoO 
1Genca 18: 11 6 
2Empoll = 18 10 4 
3Torino = 18 10 4 
“Perugia = 18 9S 
SVerona 18 8S. 
Ascoli 275 
7treviso 8 18. 75 
ePiacenza 18 8 2 


L 
3 
6 
a 
8 
a 
6 
9 
6 
8 
9 
ra 
7 
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FA Pts 
41 21 49 
50 34 46 
33 20 45 
343138 
28 26 38 
32 25 37 
30 29 35 
36 35 3a 
24 24 34 
28 28 33 
22:22:33 
31 26 32 
34 27 32 
26 23 32 
27 22 31 
34 29 30 
26 24 30 
21 3127 
23 35 26 
23 30 24 
20 32 24 
23 31-22 
15 44 18 
22:32:17 
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Olympiakos defender Grigoris Georgatos was outstanding in the Red's 
final win of the year ending Thrilos as leaders of the Greek League In 


8 
18 
8 


cy 
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TURKISH SUPERLIGA 


POW 
‘aFenerpance 17 14 
Galatasaray 17 12 
3Trabzonspor 1714 
Denlzlispor 17 
SBasiktas 17 
GRiespor 17 


‘7Malatyaspor 17 
Gaziantspor 17 
SGenclerbilai 17 
‘OKonyaspor 17 
‘samsspor 17 


ekeri88. 
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NOK RUAY RHA 


2004 
5 192225 42Ankarach 17. § 4 8 13 25 19 
6 252424  43Diyarbspor 17. 5 4 8 18 28 19 
7 2226 25 © 14Ankaraspor 17 5 4 8 23 25 19 
10 29 3222 © 18Sakarspor 17 5 1 112035 16 
8 243022 16lstanbulor 17.3 6 8 16 25 15 
6 23.2621 © 17kayseripor 17 3-2 12 21 39:11 
5 262521 © 18Sebatspor 17 1 6 1021 449 
7 162421 
8 202220 SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 
717419 
7 162018 tBarcelone 17 45 3 1 35.1142 
8 192418 valencia «17 9 «5 3 27 1232 
10173016 sevilla «= 17 9 4 4 118341 
1015 2414 © agspanyol 17 9 3 S 181230 
SReal Madrid 16 9 2 5 24 1229 
eBetls 177 6 4 222027 
7osasuna «17 B 3 6 25 2527 
LF A pts BAtiético 17 7 4 6 131425 
2 429 43 Athlete «= 17 7«33 7 «24-2024 
2 301139 «© 0Villarreal. «47: 5S 7 «5 «21 14.22 
2 331337 © 11Socledad 16 6 4 6 211922 
5 221830  122aragoza 17 6 4 7 25 26 22 
4 402529 © 18Deportiva 17 5 7 5 222522 
4 231229 © ©télevante 17 6 3 8 182424 
6 252225 ‘Woetae 175 3 9 162118 
7 252424 ‘Albacete 173 7 7 15 2316 
8 192321 ‘Racing «17: 4 «4 9 15:25 16 
5 313620 18Malaga 17 4 3 1012.27 15 
9 233220  19Mallorca 17 3 4 10 45 28 13, 
20Numancla 17 3 3 11 40 28 12 


‘Samuel Eto'o has been red hot for Barcelona this year with his 


‘outstanding goal scoring feats for the Spanish club 
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Bosevski 


«PLAYER PROFILE #6 


CLUB: Sydney Olympic 


